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Raſſelas was the fourth ſon of the 
mighty emperour, in whoſe dominions 
the Father of waters begins his courſe; 
whoſe bounty pours down the ſtreams 
of plenty, and ſcatters over half the 
NN the harveſts, of Egypt. 47 


According to the cuſtom which his. 
| Una from age to age among the 
Bn monarchs of the torrid zone, Raſſelas 
A was confined, in a private palace, with 
the other ſons and daughters of Abiffi- 
nian royalty, till the order of FcteBfion | 
ſhould call him to the throne, "= 


The place, which the wiſdom or po- 
ne antiquity had deſtined for the re- 
- fidence of the'Abiſſinian princes, was a 

7 pcie valley in the kingdom of Am- 

hara, ſurrounded on every ſide by moun- — 

talns of which the ſummits overhang 
"the m middle 4 Thee only paſſage, by 
| 1 which 
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vhich it could be entered, was a cavern 
thats paſſes dank rock, of which it 
bay long been diſputed whether it was 
the work of nature or of human in- 
duſtry. The outlet of the cavern was 
concealed by a thick wood, and the 
mouth which opened into the valley 
was cloſed with gates of iron, forged by 
the artifcers of ancient days, ſo maſſy 
5 that no man could without the help of 
engines open or ſhur them. en 


4 * 


AF . 1 


„From the mountains on every de, ri- 
| roles deſcended that filled all the valley : 
with verdure and fertility, and formed a 
lake 3 in, the middle inhabited by fiſh of 
FT, ſpecies, and frequented, by every 
fowl whom nature has taught to dip the 
1 wing: in water. This lake diſcharged 
as, ſuperfluities by a ſtream which en- 
| e dark gleft o of the, mountain on 
Ss 2 | _ the | 


noiſe from prope = prcipio li 
was heard n Ore, „ $444, 66 


fat; 2 


0 The ades of 1 the mountains were co- 
"vered with, trees, the. banks. of the 
brooks were diverſified with, flowers; 
every blaſt ſhook ſpices from the rocks, 
and every month dropped fruits upon 
the ground. All animals that bite che 
"5 graſs, or brouſe the ſhruh, whet 
wild or tame, wandered in this extenſive | 
circuit, ſecured from beaſts of prey by 
the mountains which confined Theta. 
On one part were flocks and herds 
feeding in the paſtures, on another all 
"the beaſts of chaſe friſking in the 
lawns; che Tprightly kid was boundidg 
ort the rocks, the ſubtle monkey frolick- 
ing in the trees, and the ſolema ele- 
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7 divenStiesiof/ che world were brought 
_ Together the bleffings of nature wore 
bee, 150 vi $ extratted and er. 
: 10 ve wide and fs irful, hes up- 
its, nhabitants \ with the neceſſaries 


# life, and all delights : and ſup erfluities 
Were a ed at the annual vilit which 


Fg 7 r 9 75 5 his chiliren, when 


e valley was re- 
1 to Ene 1 might con- 
tribute to make ſecluſion pleaſant, to 
'fillupthe vacancies. of attention, and 
leſſen the tediouſneſs of time. Every 
dete was ity grand, vol 
Sladden the rtivity 3 


erted⸗the power ef harmony, and the 
999973 =” ; dancers 
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K HeirAives'i in as | — 9a to 
| which theſe only were admitted whoſe 
WI - performance F thought able to ad 


novelty 'to laxyry. Such was the ap- 
n of che ad a tre which 


3 I 
3714 IL) 
1 5 | 


this retirement afforded, 8 "that: | 
whom 1 it was new always deſired: that it 


| might be perpetual z and as thoſe, on 
Ss EX, the iron gate had otice cloſed, 
8 Were never Tuffered to return, e280 
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. .& bb onger experience coul 1d 8 ot be 
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known. Thus every year | produ 


"new ſchemes of delight, and new 'Tom- . 

i petitors f for impriſonment. ese d 
FT E. in 
| 3 | ſtood, on an . eminence 
* 5 „ e thirty Paces above the : : ſur- 
ww.” Macs. of the. laks.. It. was divided into 
5 e Wo courts, built wich 
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greater or bn nen been deren 
to the rank of thoſe for whom they 
were deſigned. The roofs were turned 
into arches of maſſy ſtone joined by a 
cement that | grew harder by time, and 
the building ſtood from century to cen- 
N deriding the ſolſtitial rains and 
8 rnit without need o 


* 5 2 d * | 
ww I 4 © . 
2 1 7 = * 1 ? Fx" £ 


"This rh pe bs was s ſo large as as to 
be fully known to none but ſome an- 


.cient officers who ſucceſlively inherited 
the ſecrets of the place, was built as if 
ſuſpicion herſelf had dictated the plan. 
To every room there was an open and 
ſecret paſſage, every ſquare had a com- 
munication with the reſt, either from 
the upper ſtories by private galleries, 
or by ſubterranean paſſages from the 
* e 
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Many of the co- 
lurans had unſulpoſter cavities, - in 
which à long race of monarchs had 


i | oficed their treaſures. 'F hey then 
$1 
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RRE the fans and daughters of 
11 Abiginialivedonlytoknowthe ſoft 
viciflitudesof pleaſureandrepoſe,attepd- 
de har wede delta del t, and 
ra £1 ied- with whatever the ſenſes <an 
enjoy. They wandered in gardens. of 
fragrance, and ſlept in the fortreſſes of ſe- 
curity. Every art was practiſed to make 
them pleaſed with their own condition. 
The ſages. who. inſtructed, them, told 
them: of nothing but the miſeries of 
publick life, and deſcribed all beyond 
the mountains as regions of calamity, 
where diſcord was al ways raging, and 
Where man preyed upon man. . 
B 5 I» 
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wiſhed” to- enlarge their bounds, Put 


| . AA A4 
OP heighten their opinion of their 


own Feliciry, they were daily entertained 
with ſongs, the ſubject of which was the 
bappy.valley.. Their appetites were ex 
cited by Frequent: enumerations of diffe- 
rent enjoyments, and revelry and merri- 


dent is the bufinieſs of every hour 


3 


from the dawn of morning to the Hoſe 


of even. 8 * * e 8 * 3 sii 


th "Theſe methods were generally fic: 


+ bh 


ceſsful ; "few of the Princes” had ever 


c 


| 28 1 ir lives ! in full conviction "that 


zer had all within their reach tha at arc 
or nature could beſtow, and pftied thofe 
whom fate had exchided Hot this Tear 
of rfanquiltity, as the ſport" of *tHitite 
b the ſlaves of miſery. an . 

Thus they roſe i in the morning 177 
uf down at 180 e ah. 
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other and with themſelves, all but Raf- 5 
ſelas, who in the twenty-ſi xth year of 
his age, began to withdraw himſelf 
from their paſtimes and aſſemblies, and 7 
: to delight in ſolitary walks and ſilent me- me- 
ditation. He often ſat before tables 
covered with luxury, and forgot to taſte 
the dainties that were placed before him; 
he roſe abruptly in the midſt of the : long, 
and haſtily retired beyond the, ſound 
of muſick. His attendants obſerved the 
change and endeavoured to renew. his . 
love of pleaſure: he neglected their | 
| officiouſneſs, repulſed their 1 invitations, — 
and ſpent day after day on the banks of A 
a rivulets ſheltered with trees, where ne 
= ſometimes. liſtened to the birds in the 
branches, ſometimes obſerved the fiſh 
Playing i in the ſtream, and anon caſt his 
eyes upon the _ and | mountains 3 
B 6 Killed : 
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N un What, * ſaid he, ma 


a animal creation? Every beaſt chat ſtrays 


prong TN: having for — 
is eyes upon the goats that were brouſ- 


Aiiiig among the rocks, ans | 


their condition with his own. agg: 


s the diffe- 
ace between man and all the reſtof the 


- beſide me has the ſame corporal neceſſ 


tes with myſelf; he is hungry and crops 
the grass, he is is thirſty and drinks fa 


Iream, his thirſt and hunger are ap- 
_ : 
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and s en x 1 hungry and a 
2 ene as Dam like Him, 
pained with want; but am not, RE hin, = 
ſatisfied with fulneſs, The intermediate 
hours are tedious and gloomy , T [long 
again to be hungry that I may again 
quicken my artention. The birds peck 
che berries or the cem and fly away to 
the groves where they: fit in-ſeeming 
_ happineſs on the branches; and waſte 

their lives in tuning one-unyaried ſeries 
| of ſounds; Likewiſe can call the luta- 
iſt and the finger, but the ſounds that 
Pleaſed me yeſterday. weary me to-day, 
and will grow yet more weariſome to- 
mortow. can diſcover within me no 
Homes of perception which i 
5 with 


— 
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ſome 8 fon which this place 
affords no gratification, or he has ſome 
deſires diſtinct from ſenſe which muſt 
F = fatisf EC before he can be happy.: 


95 Alter this he lifted" up his head, 725 
8 ering, the. moon riſing, walked towards 
. the palace. As he paſſed through the 
fields, and . the animals around King 
_ Ve, faid he, are happy, and not 
8 envy. me that walk thus among vou, 
burtlened. with i IS nor . 5 Ye 
it is not the Kleie of: man. 25 tive 
many diſtreſſes from which ye are free ; 
I fear pain when 1 do not feel it; I 
ſometimes ſhrink at evils recollected, 
and ſametimes ſtart at evils anticipated : | 
IS "+5 | furely 


PRINCE OF AB TSS NIA. ng 
ſurely the emirput dener bar ba- N 
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With "obſervations "Bike " theſe che 
prince amuſed. Himſelf as as he returned, 
uttering | them with a plaintiye Voic 


8 


vet with a look that at diſcovered. hint t. to 


Ee? x FE 


feel ſome  complacer nce in his own Perg 
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. : 
F$2 \ 
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ſpicacity 5 and to receive ſome ſolace of 
the milſeric es of life, from conſciouſaeſs 


of the de licacy with, which be. felt. 


e # wm + 


| and the eloquence, WI th which he (a 
wailed them. He mingled cheerfully 


"SEE 


in the. diverſions of the evening, and 
all rejoiced' to Sx chat his 11 221 was 
1 RP en 200 ee 
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AY day big old in nftructor 

ging elt Ke had he l 

binſelf acquainted: wich bis diſeaſe of 

mind, was in hope of © curingit! by counſel, 
offici 
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nce, "which the prince, having 

n dered him ag one whoſe. in- 0 
telle 5 were exhauſted, Was not very 
1 t9 afford ; . Why, ſaid he, docs 
this 1 13 WM] upon ine; 1 


ra 0 
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tures which pleaſed only while they N 
| were new, and to become new again 
muſt be forgotten? ?” He then walked 
| r 2 wood, and compoſed himſelf 
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to his uſual meditations; hen before 
his thoughts had taken any ſettlod form, 
he perceived'his purſuer at his lice, and 
aas at firſt prompted. by his impatis 

to go haſtily away: bur, being unwilling 


to offend a man whom he had once re- | 


verenced and ſtill loved, he invited bi 


to ſit down with him on the ban. 5 


| The 6 1d man, thus encouraged,” "be- 
gan to lament the change which had 
been lately obſerved in the prince, and 
to inquire why he ſo often retired} from 
the pleafures of the palace, to anelineſs 
and ſilence. 91 I fly from pleafure, faid 
cke prince, becauſe pleaſure has ceaſed 
to pleaſe; Lam lonely becauſe I am mi- 
ſerable; and am unwilling to cloud with 
my preſence the happineſs of others.” 
Tou, Sir, faid the ſage, are the firſt 
who, has complained of miſtry in the 
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| Lou are his 9:3 full poſſeſſion of all 
that the emperour of Abiſſinia can be- 
5 tow; $here is neither labour to be en- 
dured nor danger to be dreaded, yet 
oy there is all that labour or danger can 
procure or purchaſe. Look round and 
tell me which of your wants is without 
ſupply: if you Bl Raby how we 
you unhappy k. 1? 11 LEE 


« That I Aa prince, 
or that I know not what I want, is the 


_- {cauſe of my complaint; if I had. any 


known want, I ſhould have a certain 
wiſts that wiſh would -excite-endea- 
vour, and I ſhould not then repine to 
ſſee the ſun move ſo ſlowly: towards the 
weſtern mountain, or lament when the 
: We n e e 


N me 


1 
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me from myſelf. When J fee the;Kids 
and the lambs chaſing one another, I 
fancy that 1 ſhould be happy if I had 
ſomething to perſue. But, poſſeſſing 
all that I can want, I find one day ang 
one hour exactly like another, excep 
5 that the latter i is ſtill more tedious than 
the former. Let your experience in- 
form me how the day may now ſeem as 
ſhort as in my childhood, while nature 
was yet freſh, and every moment ſhew- 
ed me what I never had obſeryed before. 
1: have already enjoyed too much; give 
me ſomething x to | Cefire,” N 


The old man was s ſurpriſed at . 
new ſpecies of affliction, and knew not 
what to reply, yet was unwilling to be 
ſllent. Sir, ſaid he, if you had ſeen 
the miſerics of the world, you would 
know 
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me ſomething 9 18 Nall long to 


e the imiſerics ef the "world, fince 
the fight of them is net 
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"THE raver CONTINUES TO GRIEVE, 


DN. 141 +4 


good c NPIS eg doi ah 
N wy -"this © ehe tle Bloidof gen 
EX 'protliimed the hour of repaſt, 
and the couerſution was contluded: Te 

old man went away ſufficiently-difeon | 
tented to kind hte He tealo ting had 
cep der ntended' to prevent. ut ia 
the decline of life ſtrame and grief are 
of ort duration; whether it be chat 
we bearieafily Wat we have born longs, 
or that, fmding vurſelers in age leſb re. 
garded, we leſd regard others; or, that 
we took with Night regard upon; atllics 
Goms, do Which we know that che hand 
er Death is Abet w pot an d. 


ISSINIA. 2s 
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3 he prince, whoſe views were ex- 
tended to a wider ſpace, could not 
ſpeedily quiet his emotions. He had 
been before terrified at the length of 
life which nature promiſed him, becauſe 
be conſidered that in a long time much 
muſt be endured; he now rejaiced in 
his youth, becauſe. in many years much 
might be done. E Nen eee 691 TTY 
be This: firſt. beam of ws that had 
been ever darted intq bis mind, 1. 
kindled youth in his cheeks, and dou- 
ed the luſtre. of his eyes. He was 
gel with the. deſire . .of doing ſome- 
ching, though he knew not yet with 
diſtinctneſs, either end or means. 
He was now no longer n ey 
unſocial; but, conſiderin 
maſter of a ſeoret ſtock ahi 
which he could enjoy only by concealing 
EN it, 


— 


* 


it he affected to be buſy in all themes 


purpoſes; he retired gladly to Privacy, 
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of diverſion, and endeavoured to make 
others pleaſed with the ſtate of which he 
himſelf was weary. But pleaſures ne- 
ver can be ſo multiplied or continued, 
as not to leave much of life unemploy- 
ed; there were many hours, both of the 
night and day, which he could ſpend 


without ſuſpicion in ſolitary thought. 


The load of life was much lightened: 


he went eagerly! into the aſſemblies, be- 


cauſe he ſuppoſed the frequency of his 
preſence neceſſary to the ſucceſs of his 


becauſe beo had now ” ſubject of 
thought. Ri 26292 Il Is D HA 


His chief amuſement was to picture 
to himſelf that world which he had never 
' ſeen; to place himſelf i in yarious condi- 
tions; 80 be entangled in imaginary dif- 
| ; ficulries, 
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| _ mingle with cnankind, SY 
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One day, as he was frting on a bank, 
he feigned to himſelf an orphan virgin 


robbed of her little portion by a treach- 
erous lover, and, crying after him for 


"7 .& 


Fu * ZI 


n ls mind, that 


: 
£ 
: 


reſtitution and redreſs, .'S , o tron gl y was 


he 
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_ the ſtarted up in che mais defence, and 
run forward to ſeize the plunderer with 
all the eagerneſs of real purſuit... Fear 
naturally quickens the flight of guilt. 
Raſſelas I not catch the fugitive 
with his ytmoſt efforts; but, reſolving 
to wegry. by perſeverance, him whom 
he could not {urpaſs in ſpeed, he preſſed 
on till the foot of the mountain 2 
his courſe. N 2 


Here Kay recollected. biwelk, and 
ſmiled at his own uſeleſs impetuoſity.. 
Then raiſing his eyes to the mountain, 
« This, ſaid he, i is the fatal obſtacle that 
hinders at once the enjoyment of plea- 
Lure, and the exerciſe of virtue. "How 
long is it that my hopes and -wiſhe 
have flown beyond this boundary of 
myilife, hich yet I ee 
„ 1 
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Struck with this reflection, h be far 


Wi to muſe, and remembered, th: | 
_Bhee h he firſt reſolved | to eſcape f from his | 
*confinement, the ſun had palſed 1 twice 
over him in his annual courſe. He now 
felt a degree of | regret with which he he had 
never been before acquainted. He! con- R 
| fidered how : much might haye been done 
f "in the time which had paſſed, and left 
nothing real behind it. He compared 
twenty months with the life of man. 
* In life, ſaid he, is not to be counted 
dhe ign rance of infancy, or imbecillity 
of age. We are long before we are abe 
to think, and we ſoon ceaſe from the 
power of acting. The true period of 
| -humanexiſtence may. be.reaſonably eſti- 
mated at forty. years, oK wh hl have 0 
muſed away the four andtwentieth part, 


What I have bft Was certain, for I have 
— oeertainly 


Y raincr oraniiginns. 7 
. certainly poſſeſſed it; but Uf twenty 


| | months to come who can affure' me? * 
4 | | 1 1 4 * 15 Aer: ; 


| The conſciouſnes of. his OWN. n folly 
pierced him deeply, and he was long 
before he could bereconciled to himſelf, 
(. The reſt of my time, "aid. be, has 


441 3 5 2 


been loſt by the crime or folly of my at an- 


celtors, and the abfurd infticutions of m my 
country; I remember it with diſguſt, yet 
abies remorſe : but the months that 
have paſſed ſince new light darted into 
my ſoul, fince 1 formed a ſcheme of rea- 
ſonable felicity, have been ſquandered 
by my own fault. I have loſt that wich 
can never be reſtored: I have ſeen- the 
ſun riſe and ſet for twenty months, an 
idle gazer on the light of heaven: In 
this time the birds have left the nelt of 
their mother, and committed themſelves ; 
10 115 woods and to the ies: the 
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kid has forſaken the teat, and learned 
by degrees to climb the rocks i in queſt of 

independent ſuſtenance. 1 only have 
made no advances; but amm till helpleſs 
and ignorant. The moon, by more than 
twenty chang! 105 -admonifheU me of the 
Hux df life; the ſtream that rolled be- 
fore my feet upbraided my inactivity. 1 
fat feaſting on intellectual luxury, e. 
gardlefs alike of the examples of the 
earth, and the inſtructions of the planets. 
Toene, __ are pales, who mall 

"Theſe — eee 
upon his mind: 'he paſſed four months 

| in reſolving to loſe no more time in idle . 


9 and was. awakened to. more 
vigorous. exertion by hearing 1 0 * b | 
who bad; broken: a ;porcelain cup, re- 
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| THE PRINCE MEDITATES HIS s ESCAPE: 
118 i ” | c 
E NY found 6k pling be very 
1 gifficultto effect that which it was 
very eafy to ſuppoſe effected. When he 
Jooked round about him, he ſaws i. 
ſelf confined by the bars ofnaturewhich 
had never yet been broken, and by the 
gate, through which none that once had 
Paſſed ĩt were ever able to return. F. 8 
Was now impatient as an eagle in 4 
grate. © He paſſed week after week" in 
clambering the mountains, to ſee if there 
was any aperture which the buſhes might 
conceal, but Found all the. ſummits! in- 
acceſſible by their prominence. The iro! 


gate he deſpaired to open; for it was not 


I $7: 


only ſecured with all the Power of art, 
but 
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charged; „ and, looking down at a time 
When the ſun ſhone ſtrongly a 
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but was. always watched. by. ſucceſlive 
 {entinels, and was by its poſition expoſed. 
ro, the perpetual obſervation of all the 


nne 
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which: the waters of the lake were difs 


n its 
mouth, he diſcovered it to be full of 
brok en rocks, which, though they per- 
n nitted the ſtream to flow through many 
narrow paſſages, would ſtop any body 
of ſolid bulk. He returned diſcouraged 
and dejected; but, having now known 
the. ON: of hope, reſolved never to 


In cheſ fealelels Klee be ſpent ten 


| months. The time, however, paſſed 


ir ot ty . 3 in the t DO he roſe 
N e 


N 
| 
[ 
| 
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| 
| 


N 


found the 


cerned the various inſtiadis of 
animals, and rties of planes, and 
replete with wonders, of 
which he purpofed to ſolace himſoff with 
the contemplation, if he ſhould never be 
to accompliſfr fis ffiglit; rt 
that his endeavors, ' 
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But his original curioſity was not yet 
abated ; he reſolved to obtain ſome 
| nowledge of the ways 
wiſh ftifl continued, bur his hope grew 


| He ceaſed. to. ſurvey any jonger 
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of men. His | 
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' MONG the wa hat a 
allured i into the happy Nl, to 
=_ 1 dur for the accommodation and 
. of its inhabitants, was a man 
eminent for his k dge of che me- 

chanick powers, who had contrived 
many engines both of uſe and recre- 
ation. By a wheel, which the ſtream 
turned, he forced the water into a 
| tower, whence it was diſtributed to all 
| the apartments of the palace. He 
erected a pavillion in the garden, 
around | which he kept the air always 
ficial ſnowers. One of the 
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ventilated by fans, to which the rivulet 
that run through it gave a conſtant 
motion; a and inſtruments of ſoft muſfi ck 
were placed at proper diſtances, of 
which ſome played by the impulſe of 
bt wind, and ſome et the 8 al 


This alt was Gatndtitbies viſited 150 
Raſſelas, who was pleaſed with every 
kind of knowledge, imagining that che 
time would come when all his acqui- 
ſitions ſhould be of uſe to him in the 
open world. He came one day to amuſe 
bimſelf in his uſual manner, and found 
the maſter buſy in building a failing | 

ch⸗ riot: he; ſaw that thei deſign was 
practicable upon a:level ſurface, and 
with expreſſions of great eſteem ſolicited 
its eompletion- The workman was 
_ pleaſe — find himſelfoſo much re- 
Het f C i. 914 c0112garded 
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ſhifter migration of wings; th 
fields of ait are open to know 1 
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garded 44 V the bi fines. An * 
ta. ain vet higher hendus. Se 
ſaig he. ou have ry ſmall part 


-of vhat the mechanick ſcieneca 75 


peeformsc I have been jong of 
that inſtead of the tardy conveyanee-of 
lips and chariots, man 1 5 uſe the | 
at che 


vod that only ignoranee and idle. 
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Ather ybh no telf rr rather här 
you with than what vo know: Every 
animal has his element aſfignet Hic 
the birds have the air; and mum and 
biaſts''the earth,” “ 80, teplied "the! | 
wmechiania, fiſhes have the water, in: 
= with Vet beaſts can. Twins by natures) 
| ani} then by att, He that cap fim 

nerd not delpair. ro. Hy :.r0 form 1 
fy in 8 grott ler fluid, and to fly 18 [fk 
ſwimin a ſubtler. Were only to pro- 


W poyer of reſiſtance ay 
= 3 1 8 e 
whi ch x we Are to to : 'Y 

f, upborn by y the 


7 [EY VERS £11 1 * 5 1 155 
= £2 mpulſe upon it "Faſter th nan. 
22 ISL #05.) , 

the Air Can reced 8590 re = 


| set — Are rom weer 1 am 
afraid 


we e ir in the be hit domeſtick 3 
but as we mount higher, the earth's 
attraction, apd the body's gravity, will, 
be gradually Fiminiſhed, t till we ſhall 


arrive Ar. A region, Where th N che than will 


air without any tendency 60 


fall: no care will then be e bi 
to move forwards, which ; the gentleſt 
a impulſe will effect Ten ir, whoſe 
 euriolity is ſo extenſi extenſi will . he! 
ecive. with what. Rate a philoſo her ir 
Furniſhed vith wings, and hoyering in 
theſky, w wouldiſee the earth, and all its 


inhabitants, ro ee im, 
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diurnal motion, all the countries s Within 
ſame parallel.! How muff it amuſe 
the pendent ſpectator to ſee the moving 
ſcene of land. and ocean,, cities and 
defarts ! . To ſurvey with equal ſec 7 
the marts of trade, and the fields: of 
battle; mountains infeſted by barba- 
rians, and fruit fut regions gladdened by 
plenty, and lulled by peace! HO 
eafily ſhall we then trace the Nile 
through all his paſſage; paſs over t 
diſtant regions, and <xamine-the face off 
nature from one extremity of the cart 
10 the other!“ A . 3 IB £ * 


"2 All this, faid the- prince, is much 
to be deſtred, but Tam afraid that "ns 
man will be able to breathe in "theſe 
regions of Tpecularion and tränquiſtty. 

T have weak told,” hixt reſpiration 18 dif. 
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ſiſtible violence upon thejcapital;of a 
* fruitful region that was. rolling under 
them. Eyen this valley, the retreat of 
princes, the abode of happineſs, mi pt 
| be violated by the ſudden deſcent of 
2 | ſome of: the naked nations that (warm, 
Up; the, coaſt of the ſouthern fea.” n 
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i The prince promiſed ſecteey,” | and 
. the perforrnatice, not «holly 
Hopes of füctefs. Fife Viffteck the 
work from time be Ude bree W. 
Progreſs, and remarked many ingenious 
7 ances. th. facilitate mation; and 
aniteleyity,/withiſtrength;: :(Bhe artiſt 
8s every 3 wertete that de 
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peared furniſh for fli 
promontory: he waved his pinions a | 
while to gather air, then leaped from | 
his ftand, and in an inſtant dro opped i into 
» 2 12 1 : 
the lake. His wings, which were 0! no 
; 5 1 > 
uſe in the air, {ſuſtained him i in the water, 
and the prince drew him to | 
with terror and vexatic | 
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| ee ne much afketed 


ad Jan byothis diſafter, having ſuffered 
himſelf to hope for a Happier Event, 
* 8 he _ ee of 


His ae mo Ke valley by 
ee eee +mot bus ahyd 


es fol 1 {Is N brigors 
Hi imagination vas nom at g ſia Ls 
he had no proſpect of entering into he 


orld; 2 and, notwithſtanding all his en: 


deavou ou! ours to ſupport himſelf, diſcontent 
upe en Hit aide! 
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countries ĩs periodical, made it incon- 
venient to wander an the woods. 

The rain continued longer and with 
more violence than had been ever 
known: the clouds broke on the ſur- 
rounding Mountains, and the torrents 
ſtreamed into the Plain on every fie 
gl che cayern was too natrow 10 A 

arge Ge mater, The lake OR 


W ente 90 the inundation. In 
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ſeized by a poem, which Imlac FOOT) 
upon the various conditions of huma- 
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nity 8 He commanded the poet to at- 


tend bim in his apartment, and recite - 


bus verſes a ſecond time; then entering 
into familiar talk, he thought himſelf. 
Happy. in having found a man who | 


knew the world ſo well, and could ſo 
Milfully paint, the ſcenes of life. He 
aſked a thouſand queſtions about things, 


to which, though common to all other 


mortals, his confinementfrom childhood 
had kept him a ftranger. The poet 


Pitied his ignorance, and loved his cu- 
riolity, and entertained him from day 


to day with novelty and inſtruction, fo 


chat the prince regretted the neceſſit 


of ſleep, and longed till the morning 


ſhould. renew his r f. 9] 
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ty; and to tell by what accident he 
Vas forced, or by what motive induced, 
00 


to cloſe his life in the happy valley. 
As he was going WOW” Narrative, 


obliged eln ig Curio till ch 
| evening 4311, he ait „id 0 what 
ted A itte eee . 50 boek 
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-1 Radſclas then. called. or, is 


| ahe loc af, is life, A 54 i fol ola: 


« Sir, aid Imlac, 5 
2 be long: ine eee e 


e to inqui 
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Hie wanders about the world 


n 3 


the. princeſſes 
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my Hiſtory "will 
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and an- 


iries, is the. buſineſs of 4 


with · 
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th de ö 
knoyn nor er 4 A 


ama, atno great diſtance fm! the foun- 


taln öf the Nite ops ferns > 2 
thy merchant, "who traded between the 
in ons elinifies of K nick and the Por 
rh — fed.” He was hotteſt, Fa 
400 2 be deſired 


oa t be r 
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asg urely, aid che 4 Si ants fbr | 


anuſt be negligent of bis. charge, if any 
Than —— chat ; 
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ſobjedts ſhould Pa bend einn im- 


punity. My blood boils When lam 
old that a merchant durſt not enjoy 


His honeſt gains for: fear of. loſing them 


by t the rapacity of power. Name the 


'Ernour who robbed the people, that 


F may declare } his crimes. to 50 8 
our.“ | * 


4 1 N 


Fo a. 


natu ral effect of virtue animated by. 
youth: the time will come when you 
willacquit your father, and perhaps hear 

patience of the governour. 
gi in the Abi 


viſſinian domi - 
9 [neither: frequent;nor tolerated; 


aA 


no form of government has been 
vered; oo ents 27944 can be 
revented. Subordination ſup- 
wer on · one part and ſubjection 
83 on 
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on dee, an i pier een e 
bands of mep, it will fo 


imes be 
abuſed. The vigilance of the ſupreme 
magiſtrate may do much, but much 
will ſtill remain undone, He can never 
know all the crimes that are committed, 


and can ſeldom e all that he 
knows.” 1 ; We 


« This ſaid the prince, I go 1 un- 


derſtand, but 1 had rather hear theeth | 
diſpute. Continue thy narration,” | 1 


Fe My father, oceeded Imlac, origi- 
nally intended that 15 ſhould have no 
other education, than ſuch as might 
qualify me for commerce; and diſcover- 
ing in me great ſtrength of - memory » 
and quickneſs of apprehenſion, . often 
declared his hope that I ſhould be ſome 
time the richeſt man in Abiſſinia. e 


D 2 18 ee «Wis. 
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ee fail the pics, po thy. fa- 
e the inerenſe of | his'wealth, 
whenitwas already 2 Fteater thin Ho durſt 
diſcover e or enjoy ? 1 am unwilling. to. 
doubt thy v veracity, yer: Rrönene 
btb both be true. 
1 N Inconſiſtencies, anuered ie 
Earitſot both be Tight, bur, imputed: 
A they ray both be true. Yet er d 
verſity is not inconfiſtency. © My father 
might expect a time er ea Lech 
However,” Tome” defire- is neceflary to 
carts ae ſupplies, mot. alan ef 
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+faid the prince, I can in forme 


eee I repent that In- 
"terrdipred:thee Phat nb I babas: 
« « Wick this” fiope,” proceeded fac, 


* bent. me to ſchool; ly byr when 1 had 
once 
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e 15651 and mw nord. 
groflueſs of conception ur my Pity- 


nt youre old before his tender- 


ö — m Roc county. . ve et 
hour taught me ſomethiag new. I Nen 
in a ontnual courſe of gratifications; 
bur, as E advanced towards manhood, 
* toft much of the reverence with which 


1 Sherk deen wa 
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$89) an er reſolved 
tiate me in en and-opening one 
of tis. fubcer e eee 
out Ce of gold., This, 
Young man, ſaid he, is the ſtock with 
Which you muſt negociate, I began wi 
leſs than the fifth part, and you 
duligence and parſimony have ine 
it. This is your c own to a ne 
improve. If vou ſquander it by negli- 
gence or caprice, you mult wait for my 
0 3 before yon will be rich; if, ia 
our ye ars; you double your ſtock, * 
will "thenceforward. let ſubor 1 
| ceaſe, . and live together as friends and 
e 3 for he ſhall always be ec qual 
with me, who i is Jul, ſkilled in 1 | 
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art F growing rich 


1 travelled 
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travelled to! the ore of the red 


— ——— inded like th ; 

—— eſcaped. I felt an unextin- 
_ guiſhable curioſity kindle in my mind. 
and reſolved to ſnatch this opportunity 
of ſeeing the manners of other nations, 
and of learning eee in 
Abiſſinia. N ee eee. 

"P remembered thie my father wd | 
obliged me to the improvement of my 
ſtock, not by a promiſe which I ought 
not to Violate, but by a penalty which T 
was at liberty to incur; and therefore 
determined to gratify my predominant 
: defire, and by drinking at the fountains 
of Knowledge, to W the 8 of 


1 0 
As ] was ſuppoſed to trade without 
connexion with my father, it was eaſy 
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e bythe boundleſs proſpedhyimars 
gined that I could gaze round for ever 
without ſatiety ;. but, in a ſhort time, 1 
7 weary of looking on barren unifor- 
mity, where I could only fee again what 
1] had already ſeen. I then deſcended 
into the ſhip, and doubted for a While 
whether: all my future pleaſures would 
not eng like this in diſguſt and diſap-> 
- Pointment. Yet, ſurely, ſaid I, the 
ocean; and the land are very different; 
our wb of water is. reſt and 
D 5 motion, 
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motion, but the earth has mountains 


aànd vallies, deſerts and cities: it is in- 


©habited by men of different cuſtoms 
and contrary opinions; and I may hope 


to find variety in lite, en I n 


"_— nature. e 4 bÞ%: 2th 2 


5 Wich this e my aa 


« and amuſed my myſelf during the voyage, 


ometitnes by learning from the ſailors 
"the art of 1 navigation, which I have he- 
Ver practifed, and ſometimes by forming 
ſchemes for my conduct in different ſitu- 
ations, im not one ic of which Tha ave e been 


ever EET. 
5 « 1 was ee of my el 
ee when we landed ſafely at 
Surat. I ſecured my money, and pur- 

chaſi ing ſome commodities for ſhow, 


1 Joined myſelf to a caravan that Was 


e into the inland country. My 


com- 
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companions, for ſome reaſon or other. 
conjecturing that J was rich, and, by 
my inquiries and admiration, finding 
novice whom they had a right to cheat, 
and who was to learn at the uſual ex- 
pence the art of fraud. They expoſed 
me to the theft of ſervants, and the ex- 
aktion of officers, and ſaw, me Plunder: 
ed. upon falſe pretences, without any 
: advantage to themſelves, but that of re- 
joicing ia the Ae a <heir own 


knowledge.“ 9 os 5 n b 2 
Wi. . Stop a moment, ſaid fin ck Ts 
there ſuch depravity i in man, as that he 
ſhould injure another without benefit to 
himſelf? ? I can eafily conceive that all 
are e with 1 8 25 3 Baß ypur 
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Pd, fd Ine, is denen det 
are vtages 5 and envy feels nac fn vun 
happineſs, but 9 & may be com- 
pared with the miſery of others, "They, 
were my enemies becauſe they grieved 
think me-rich, and my oppreſſors be- 
eauſe they delighted to find me weak. 
ee Proceed, ſaid the pritice” I Aout | 
not of the facts which you” relave,' but 
imagine that you impure en 
_ taken motives? s you mot 
2/4 In Thie compaby, ald kmtak, ay 267 
Motel at Agra, the capital of indbftaß, 
we — Whiettthe preat Möge con 


monly 
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gen the dignity of 0 ra ny 
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oe” To the tutor of hs yon; Princes 
k 'tocommended myſelf fo-mueh;] that 
vas preſente ented to the emperd as a man 
of u vncommon knowledge. The mpeg 
roar aſked me many queſtions _— 
ing my country and my travels ʒ atuã 

thoug Bol PONY now recollect anything 
chat he prcered ae poner of, 
common man, he diſ iſſed me 


inom | 
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led, applied to me for rec 
to the ladies of the Court. I was fur- 
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e — and enamoured of his 
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My credit was now ſo Mek b Mk 


FY merchants, with whom I had travel- 
ommendations 


dence of ſolicitation; 


priſed at their con 


and gently reproached them with their 


tices.on the road. They heard 
with cold indifference, and thewed no 


tokens of ſhame or.forrow. _ 
_ They then urged their requeſt with 


the offer of a bribe; but what I would 


not do for kindneſs I would not do for | 
money; and refuſed them, not becauſe | 
they had injured me, but becauſe] would 
not enable them to injure others; for T 


knew they would have made uſe: of my 


credit to cheat thoſe who "oak _y 


Gain ares. 
0 Having 
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Having reſided at Agra till there 
was no more to be learned, I travelled 
into Perſia, where I ſaw-many remains 
of ancient magnificence, and obſeryed 
many new. accommod ations of life. The 
' Perſians are a nation eminently ſocial, 
and their aſſemblies afforded me daily 
opportunities of remarking characters 
and manners, and of tracing human na- 
ture through all its variations. IV. 2 

From Perſia 1 paſſed i into Arabi; 
where I ſaw a nation at once paſtoral 
and warlike ; 3 who live without any ſet- 
tled habiration ; ; whoſe only wealth i is 
their flocks and herds; and who have 
yet carried on, through all. ages, an 
hereditary war with all mankind, though 
_ au, covet nor n their pak: 
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accident; at. firſt.: or Whether, as the 
ai, ster is to deſeribæ· Nature 
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But 1 W bo une PR no man was ever 
great by imitation. My deſire of excel- 
lence impelled me to transfer my atten- 
tion to nature and to life. Nature was 
to be my ſubject, and men to be my 
auditors: I could never deſcribe what! 
had not ſeen: -Fcovld not hope to move 
thoſe w ich delight or terrour, whoſe inte · 
reſts and opinions I did not underſtand.” 7 
4 Being now reſolved to be a poet, 1 
very thing with a new purpoſe; 
my ſphere of attention was ſuddenly 
magnified :| no kind of knowledge was 
to be overlooked. . 255 ranged mountains E 
and deſarts for images andreſemblances, | 
and pictured upon my mind every tree 
of the foreſt and flower of the valley. 
1 obſerved: with 0 care the crags of 
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ke chang f the f It mer clouds. T6 


a poet nothing can be uſcleſs. 7 12 | 
ever 1 is 5 beautiful, and whatever Is read 


ful, muſt be familiar to his 5 5 


2 


he muſt be converſant vith all that i 35 
ayfully vaſt or elegantly lictle.,. „The 
plants of the garden, the animals of, the. 
wood, the minerals of the earth, and 
meteors of the ſky, muſt all concur to 
ſtore his mind with inexhauſtible var 
riety ; for every idea is uſeful for the 

enforcement or decoration of moral of or 
| religious truth; and he, who 1 

15 moſt, will haye moſt power of diverſi- 


ing Lis ſcenes, and of gratifying his 
reader with remote alluſions $09 | Lan | 
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jo various inſticutions and accide ent; lin- 
Me eka oe Giles e th 
jences mate or cuſtom, rom th 


15 rig Sütimefs of © infancy to the Aelp: on- 
debe of de crepitude. He wol vel 
himſelf Gf the prejudices of his age of 
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country ; * he milſt conlider Tight : an 


wrong in their abſtracted and invariable 
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amn truths, which _ always 
bo the ſame: he muſt therefore content 
himſelf with the low progreſs of his 
name; conternn the applauſe of his own 
time, and commit his claims to the 
juſtice of poſterity. He muſt write as 
the interpreter of nature, and the le- 
giſlator of mankind, and conſider him- 


LS as 1 over the wings and 
: 


1 


BY «\ His 8 W he 
muſt know many languages, and many 
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ſriences and, that his ſtyle may be wor- 
thy of his thoughts, muſt by inceſſant 


Practice, familiarize to himſelf every 
E . ſpeech and grace of bar: 
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own. profeſſion, when the prince cried 
15 5 Enough ! 1 hou haſt convinced 


wo 


me, that no human being can ever be | 


a poet. Proceedwith thy narration.” 


<« To be a poet, faid Imlac, is indeed 
very difficult.“ « So difficult, returned 


the prince, that I will at preſent hear no 


more of his labours. Tell: me whither 


you went when you had ſeen Perſia.” 
* From Perſia, ſaid the poet, I tra- 


velled through Syria, and for three years 


_ reſided in P aleſtine, where I converſed 
with great numbers of the northern and 
weſtern nations of Europe; the nations 


M. Ac now felt the enthuſiaſtic fi, 
and wa Was proceeding to aggrandize his 


which 
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which are now in poſſeſſion of all power 
and all knowletge ; whaſe armies are ir- 
_ reſiſtible, and whaſe fleets command the 
remoteſt parts of the globe. When I 
compared theſe men, with the natives of 
dur own Kingdom, and thoſe that ſur⸗ 
round us, they appeared almoſt another 
order of beings. In their countries it is 
difficyirtowiſh for any thing chat may 
not be obtained: 4 thouſand arts, of 
Which we never heard, are continually 
laboutingfortheir convenience and plea- 
ſure; and whatever their own climate 
an "hem is mie YT —_ 
« By deat, rhe piled, tis 
the Europeans thus powerful, or why, 
| Knee they ean ſo· eaſily viſit Aſia and 
iAfricafor trade or eonqueſt,- cannot the 
ſiaticks and Africans invade their 
coaſts; plant calonics ih their ports, and 
188 | give 
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„ vet de e than 
we, anſwered | Imlae, becauſe they are 
wiſer; knowledge will always predomi- 
nate oyer ignorance, as man governs 
the other animals. But why their 

Age is more than ours, 1. know 
not what reaſon can be given, b but che un; 
ſearchable w will of the Sad Bei F 1 
ve When; ſaid the prince wih a ſigh, 
aal I becable to viſit Paleſtine, anf 
mingle with this mighty c 1 


arrive, let me fill up the, time with ſuch 


repreſentations as thou canſt. give me. 


Lam bot ignorant. of the, motive.ghat 


_ affembles ſuch, numbers in that: place, 
ll ee but 8 ee 


lvence.of 
nations? Till that happy moment ſhall 


- IM ———— of 


EEE 
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Hd wiſt men of every land mul be 

Tontinually reſorting. “ 
There are ſome nations; ſaid Itvlac, 
that at ſend few vifit tarits to Paleſtine; for 
many numerous and learned fects in 
2 concur to cenſure Pilgrimage 
a8 ſuperſtitious, or deride it as s ridt- 


culous.“ 


-« You know, ſaid the prince, how 
Airtle, my ſife has made me acquainted 
with dive 2 ſity of c opinions: {it will be too 
long to hear the arguments on both 
des; you; that have 1 1 e 


delb mne che reſult “. 


"1 Piigtithage, fait tlic like many 
other acts of Plety. may be Teaſbnable 


. 


Liples d upon Stick] it is performed. Tong 
fr Joe ſeatch of truth are not com- 
n manded ruth, Tuck”; as is neceſſaty to 

"the Hint hy life, i is always "found | 


where 
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where it is honeſtly ſought. Change of 
Place is no natural cauſe of the increaſe 
of piety, for it inevitably produces diſ- 
ſipation of mind. Yet, ſince men go 
every day to view the fields where great 
actions have been performed, : and return 
with ſtronger impreſſions of the event, 
curioſity of the ſame kind may naturally 
diſpoſe us to view that country whence 
our religion had its beginning; and 1 


„ 


without ſome confirmation ofholy reſo- 
lutions. That the Supreme Being may 
8 be more eafily propitiated 1 in one place 
than in andther, is the dream of idle 
fuperſtition; but that ſome Places may | 
- operate upon our own minds 1 in an un. 
common manner, is an opinion which 
hourly experience will juſtify. He who 
ſuppoſes that his vices nay; be more ſue- 
celsfylly combated in Paleſtine, will, 
| Oe” perhaps, 


76 aA EA 8 00 


perhaps, find hitnſelf "miſtaken, yer he 
may go thither without folly : he who 
thinks they will-be more freely par- 
 Yoned, ee Hoa) his' reaſon 

and. religions®/-" Hine if Sin 


1 


"4 bo Theſe, Laid FE prince, are Eurb- 
pean diſtinctions. I will conſider them 
another time. What have you found to 
be the effect of knowled ge? Are thoſe 


Aue happier than we?“? 
There is fo much W aid Fg 
Fand in the world, that ſcarce any man 
Has leiſure from his own diſtreſſes to eſti- 
mate the comparative happineſs of 
others. Knowledge i is certainly one of 
the means of pleaſure, as is confeſſed by 
the natural deſire which every mind 
feels of increaſing i its ideas. Ignorance 
is mere privation, by which nothing can 
be produced : it is a yacuity in which 


1 ſoul ſits 8 and torpid for 
want 
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want of attraction; and, without know- 
ing why, we always rejoice; when we 
learn, and grieve when we forget. I am 
therefore nn to conclude; that if 
nothing counteracts the natural conſe- 
quence of me g, we grow more 
happy as our minds take a wider range. 
71 Inenumerating the particular com- 
forts of life we ſhall find many advan- 
tages on the ſide of the Europeans. 
They cure wounds and diſeaſes with 
which we languiſh and periſh, We 
ſuffer inclemencies of weather which 
they can obviate. They have engines 


for the diſpatch of many laborious 
works, which we muſt perform by ma- 


nual induſtry. There is ſuch commu- 


nication between diſtant places, that 
one friend can hardly be ſaid to be ab- 


ſent from another. Their policy re- 
moves all publick i inconveniences : they 
„ E 3 * 
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have roads cut through their mountains, 
and bridges laid upon their rivers. 


And, if we deſcend to the privacies of 
life, their habitations are more commo- 
. _ * n are more 


. They are furely happy, faid the 
prince, who have all theſe convenien- 
cies, of which I envy none ſo much as 
the facility with which ſeparated friends 
interchange their thoughts.” 


« The Europeans, anſwered Imlac, 


are leſs unhappy than we, but they are 
not happy. Human life is every where 
a ſtate in which much is to be endured, 


and neue to be _] 


1 
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Wb: + 50 H A P. XII. N 
Two Ein d kilius 16 aue aid 
n Nh Or 1MLAC conTmorn,. 
«F Ante erben ſaid the RF 
I to ſuppoſe that happineſs is ſo par- 
fimoniouſly diſtributed to mortals; nor 
can believe but that, if I had the choice 
of life, I ſhould be able to fill every day 
with pleaſure. I would injure no man, 
and ſhould provoke. no reſentmeat: 1 
ould relieve every diſtreſs, and: ſhould 
enjoy the henedictions of gratitude. 1 
vould chuſe my friends among the wile, 
and my wife among the virtuous; and 
therefore ſhould be in no danger from 
treachery or, unkindneſs. My children 


ſhould, by my care, be learned and pious, 
and would repay to my age what their 


dba bad received. What would 
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dare to moleſt him who might call on 
every ſide ta thouſands enriched by 
his bounty, or aſſiſted by his power ? 
And why ſhould not life glide quietly 
away in the ſoft reciprocation of pro- 
tection and reverence? All this may be 
done without the help of European re- 
finements, which appear by their effects 
to be rather ſpecious than uſeful. Let 
us leave them and perſue our journey.” 
From Paleſtine, ſaid Imlac, I paſſed 
through many regions of Aſia; in-the 
45 more civilized kingdoms as 4 trader, and 
among the Barbarians of the mountains 
as a pilgrim, At laſt I began to long 
for my native country, that I might re- 
poſe after my travels, and fatigues, in the 
places where T had ſpent my earlieſt 
'years, and gladden my old companions 
with the recital of my adventures. Often 
did I Thgues to * thoſe with whom 


+: 
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J had ſported away the gay hours of 
dawning life, ſitting round me in its 
evening, wondering at my tales, and 
3 to my counſels. 
When this thought had ben pol. 
ſefion of my mind, I conſidered every 
moment as waſted which did not bring 
me nearer to Abiſſinia. I haſtened into 
Egypt, and notwithſtanding my impa- 
tience, was detained ten months in the 
contemplation of its ancient magnift- 
cence, and in inquiries after the remains 
of its ancient learning. I found in 
Cairo a mixture of all nations; ſome 
brought thither by the love of know- 
ledge, ſome by the hope of gain, and 
many by the deſire of living after their 
own manner without obſervation, and of 
_ lying hid in the obſcurity of multi- 
_ tudes: for in a city, populous as Cairo, 
_ it is poſſible to obtain at the ſame time 
70 1 5 the 


„„ neee 


the gratĩfications of ere and the _ 

| YT of folitude. © 
From Cairo, I travelled to does 
and embarked on the Red Sea, paſſing 
along the coaſt till I arrived at the port 
from which I had departed twenty years 
before. Here 1 joined myſelf to a cara- 
van and re-entered my native country. 
* now expected the careſſes of my 
Kinſmen, and the congratulations of my 
friends, and was not without hope that 
my father, whatever value he had ſet 
upon riches, would own with gladneſs 
and pride a ſon who was able to add to 
the felicity and honour of the nation. 
But I was ſoon convinced that my 
ee were vain. My father had 
beer 1 fourteen years, having di- 
vided kis wealth among my brothers, 
pron were removed to ſome other pre- 
| Of my companions the greater 


pat 
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part was in the graye, of ie reſt ſome 
could with difficulty remember me, and 
ſome conſidered me as one Corry on 
pea manners. Al 140 2 


„ A man uſed to Amtes is not 
eaſily dejected. I forgot, after a time, 
my diſappointment,” and endeavoured 
to recom mend myſelf t. to the nobles of 
the kingdom; the ey admitted me to their 
N heard my "tory, -and di ſniffed 
me. bY I opened 3 a ſchool, and was pro- 
hibited to teach, 1 then reſolyed to fit 
down in, the quiet, of domeſtick life, 
and addre fc a lady that was fond of 
my converſation, but rejected my ſui, 


' becauſe my father Was a merchant.” 


4 Wearied at laſt with ſolicitation and 
repulſes, I" reſblved to hide myſelf for 
ever from the world, and gent tio 

longer on the opinion or Caprice of 
others, | I waited: for the time when 
E 1 UE, the 


- 


1 eee . ; 
that / 1 might bid farewell to hope and 
fa: the day came; my performance 
Wa eee with favour, and I 
religned. myſelf with Joy to perpetual 
confinement.” 


we” 


l Haſt thou hers SOT 3 at 
-laſt? ſaid Raſſelas. Tell me without 
reſerveʒ art thou content with thy con- 
dition? or, doſt thou wiſh to be again 
wandering. and inquiring? All the in- 
| habitants of thi is yalley celebrate their 
lot, and at the annual viſit of the em- 
f Perour, invite N to > partake of their 
Felicity.” 
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1 Get prince, did — 1 ſhall 
attendan ee lament the 


- 


PRINCE. OF A BIS'SINT 4. is 


_ which1 can vary anti: combine at plea- 
mp I can amuſe my ſolitude by the 
ion of the knowledge which be- 
pony to fade from my memory, and by 
recollection of the accidents of my paſt 
life. Let all this ends in the ſorrowful 
conſideration, that my acquirements are 
ſures. can be again enjoyed. The reſt, 
whoſe minds haye no impreſſion but of 
the preſent moment, are either corroded 
by malignant paſſions, or ſit Rapid. in 
the gloom of perpetual yacancy.” 
What paſſions can infeſt doe faid 
a the prince, who have no rivals? We are 
in a place where i impotence, precludes 
malice, and where all envy is repreſſed 
by community of enjoyments.” Rk. 


x48 There may be community, faid Im- 

en. oſſeſſions, but there can 
e be community of love or of 
eſteem. 


* 
1 * 
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2 more wang tering the that 
ktiows himfelf deſpiſed will always be 
"envious; and fill more envious and ma- 
Aevolent, if he is condemned to live in 
the preſence of thoſe who deſpiſe him. 
The invitgtions, by which they allure 
others to a ſtate which they fel to be 
-wretched, Yrocee fromthe natural fia. 
Agnity of Hopeleſs miſery. "They" are 
 *weary of themſelves, and of each other, 
and expect to find relief in new com- 
panions. They envy the liberty which 
{their folly has Forfeited,” and would 


-gladly ſee all ein pc ned n like 
ee er 5 


. Fr rom this crime, never, 1. am 


uholly Free.” No man can f. ay t that he 
"is wretohed by my perſaafion, I Took 

ich Pity om the Erowds whö are annu- 
| bee ſolieiting admiſſion to captivity, 
2211. and 
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and wiſh that it were lauful for me do 
vum them of their danger,” T 


4 My dear Imlac, ſaid the prince, 2 
will open to thee my whole heart. 1 
| have long meditated an eſcape from the 
happy valley. I have examined the 
mountains on every ſide, but find myſeif 
inſuperably barred: teach me the way 
to break my priſon; thou ſhait be the 
compatmion of my flight, the guide ef 
my rambles, the partner of my fortune, 
and r my ſole director in the cbvice of life.” 


+ &, ET * 


Sir, anſwered the poet, your eſcape 

will be difficult, and, perhaps, you may 
ſoon repent your curioſity. The world, 
which you figure to yourſelf ſmooth and 


quiet as the lake in the valley, you will 
find a ſea foaming with tempeſts, and 
boiling with whirlpools: vou will be 

ſometimes overwhelmed by the waves of 
| nn and ſometimes daſhed againſt 
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the rocks of treachery. Amidſt wrongs 
and frauds, competitions and anxieties, 
you will wiſh a thouſand times for theſe 
deo quiet, and will 1 
be free from fear.” 
vo not ſeek to deter me from my 
F purpoſe, ſaid the prince: I am impatient 
to ſee what thou haſt ſeen ; and, ſince 
thou art thyſelf weary of the valley, it 
is evident, that thy former ſtate was 
better than this. Whatever be the con- 
ſequence of my experiment, I am re- 
ſolved to judge with mine own eyes of 
the various conditions of men, and then 
© o make deli berately my choice of life.” 
1 am afraid, ſaid Tmlac, you are 
hindered by ſtronger reſtraints than my 
: perſuaſions; yet, if your determination 
is fixed, I do not counſel you to deſpair. 
- Few / _" are enen to e, 
1 D unos 0 
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N UH E prince now Aiſmifſed his 8. 
1 vourite to reſt, but the narrative 
of wonders and novelties filled his mind 
with perturbation. He revolved all 
that he had heard, and prepared ingu- 
merable' queſtions for the morni ng. 
Much of his uneaſineſs was now re- 
moved. He had a friend to whom he 
could impart his thoughts, and whoſe 
experience could aſſiſt him in his deſigns. 
His heart was no longer condemned to 
ſwell / with ſilent vexation. He thought 
that even the happy 7 might be en- 
dured with ſuch a companion, and that if 
they could range the world together, 
he ſhould have nothing further to deſire. 
„chi In 
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Ina few days the water was diſcharged, 
and the graund dried. The prince and 
Imlac then walked out together to con- 

' verſe without the notice of the reſt. The 
prince, whoſe thoughts were always on 
the wing, as he paſſed by the gate, aj 
with a countenance of ſorrow, « Why 
WW e Prong: 0nd 19805 ˖s man fo 
e — von 2: TONES UTI: tie 
Man is LE anfoered his co: 
8 knowledge is more than equi: 

i; valent. to farce, The maſter of mecha- 

| nicks laughs at irength,; Lü can buck 

che gate, hut cannot doit ent, 
Some other expedient muſt be tried.” 

A s they were walking e Ade ef 
4 amm that the 
Conics, which the rain had driven from 
their burroys, had taken ſhelter among 

the buſhes, and formed holes behind 


1 * ending upwards in an oblique 
; FE Led. | 
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Hi.” It has been the opinion of an- 
tiquity, ſaid Imlac, that humin'reaſon 
- borrowed many arts from the inſtinct of 
animals; let us, therefore, hot think 
ourſelves degraded by learnin 8 from the 
coney. We may eſcape by piercing the 

mountain in the ſame direction. We 
will begin where the ſummic hang 
over the middle part, and labour up- 
ward till we ſhall ifſue out Evgeny the 

prominence.” FTE 

The eyes of the prince, hed - be 
heard this propoſal, ſparkled with joy. 
The execution was ealy, and the ſuc- 

ceſs certain, £ 


No time was now loſt. They haſten- 
ed early in the morning to chuſe a place 
proper for their mine. They clam- 
bered with great fatigue among crags 
and brambles, and returned without 
having diſcovered any part that favour- 
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ed their deſign. The ſecond and the 
third day were ſpent in the ſame manner 
and with the ſame fruſtration. But, on 
the fourth, they found a ſmall cavern, 
concealed by a thicket, where they re- 


ſolved to make their experiment. FR 

Imlac procured inſtruments proper to 
Fe and remove earth, and they 
fell to their work on the next day with 
more eagerneſs than vigour. They were 
preſently exhauſted by their efforts, and 
ſat down to pant upon the graſs. | The 


Prince, for a moment, appeared to be 
diſcouraged. *< Sir, ſaid his companion, 
practice will enable us to continue our la- 
bour for a longer time; mark, however, 
| how far we have advanced, and you will 
find that our toil will ſome time have an 

end. Great works are performed, not 

by ſtrength, but perſeverance : yonder 

Palace was mailed. by ſingle ſtones, yet 
you 


S 
 - 
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you ſee its height and ſpaciouſneſs. He 
that ſhall walk with vigour threehours a 
day will paſs in ſeven years a ſpaceequal 
to the circumference of the globe.“ 

They returned to their Work ay 
after day, and, in a ſhort time, found a 
fiſſure in the rock, which enabled them 
to paſs far with very little obſtruction. 
This Raſſelas conſidered as a good omen. 
Do not diſturb your mind, ſaid Imlac, 
with other hopes or fears than reaſon 
may ſuggeſt: if you are pleaſed with 
prognoſticks of good, you will be terri- 
fied likewiſe with tokens of evil, and 
your whole life will be a prey to ſuper- 
ſtition. Whatever facilitates our work 
is more than an omen, it is a cauſe of 
ſucceſs. This is one of thoſe pleaſing 
ſurpriſes which: often happen to active 
reſolution. Many things difficult to 145 
fign ove eaſy to performance. 
i . C H. A P. 
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RASSELAS AND IMLAC nucervs an UN- 
32 EXPECTED VISIT, 


FASL 


HET had now wrought their 
way to che middle, and ſolaced 


their toil with the approach of liberty, 
when the prince, coming down to re- 
Freſh himſelf with air, found his fiſter 
Nt ekayah ſtanding before the mouth of 
the cavity. He ftarted and ſtood con- 
| Faſed, afraid to tell his deſign, and yet 
| hopeleſs to conceal it. A few moments 
determined him to repoſe on her fide- 
lity, and ſecure her ſecrecy by a decla- 

ration without reſerve. 5 


5 7 -« Do not imagine, ſaid the 3 
mat 1 dame hither as a ſpy: Lhad Jag | 
4 = 1G i at” 
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Imlac directed you | wit ever) ry day 40 to- 
wards! the e ame poin nt, , butT did 1 not ſup- 
poſe you h 1 had any better reaſon. 5 the 


e 
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preference than a cooler ſhade, or more | 
fragrant. bank ; nor followed you with 
any other de fign than to partake of 3 your 
converſation, | Since then. not ſuſpi ſpicion 
but fondneſs has detected you, let me 
not loſe the advantage of my diſcovery. 
Lam equally weary ef confitement with 
veurſelf, and not les ddſtrbus bf know- 
ing what is done or ſuffered in the 
. Permit me to fly with v from 
anquilliry, which will yet 

grow more loathiſome when you have 
left me. Fou may den me t ac õ,R,. 
pany you, but cannot nos mg: * 
EE | 
The ple who loyeddlaheyuliationd 
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ch their abour wut an ond 


how 4 iNving to che top of tþ the mountain, 
beheld the Nile, yet a narrow current, 
wandering be cath them. Ines cir 


The prince looked ada Sky 
ture, anticipated all the pleaſures of 
travel; and in thought was already tran- 
* ſported beyond his father's dominions. 
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world, which he had before 
* he had been wear r. 


Raſſelas was ſo much 
— orizon, that 
be perſuaded to return into the vall 
He informed his ſiſter that the way was 
open, and that nothing now remained 
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HEY” Elke "TH 25 Place 155 com- 5 
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and trembled. I am almoſt afraid, 
ſaid the princeſs, to begin 2 Journey of . 
-which-I cannot-percetve-an end, and to 
venture into this immenſe plain where 
I may be approached on every ſide. by 
men whom 1 never faw.” The, rinee 
felt nearly the ſame emotions, though 
he thought t it more e 0 9 conceal 
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great vigilance, leſt they ſhould betray 
their rank by their unuſual behaviour, | 
and detained them ſeveral weeks in he 


firſt village to accuſtom chein to the 
ſight of common mortals. e 
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acquintance, and his generuſity made 
him courted by many dependants. » His 
table was crowded by men of every na- 
tion, who all admired his knowledge, 
and ſolicited his favour. His compa- 
nions, not being able to mix in the con - 
their ignorance or ſurpriſe; and were 
gradually initiated in the ——— 
gained knowledge of the language. 
The prince had, by — 

been taught the uſe and nature f 
money; but the ladies could not, forsa 
long time, comprehend what the mer⸗ 
chants did with ſmall pieces of gold and 
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ſhould. be received as rue to the 
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man, one condition is more happy tha 
another, and wiſdom ſurely directs us to 
11 7 the leaſt evil in the choice f l fe.” oY 
The cauſes of good and evil, 4 
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themſelves Which they thought mot 
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mitted, but a few days brought him 
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was without images, their laugliter 
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| no part; their conduct was at once 
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the laſt. He that never thinks never 
can be wiſe. Perpetual levity muſt end 
in ignorance; and intemperance, though 
it may fire the ſpirits for an hour, will 
make life ſhort or miſerable. Let us 
conſider that youth is of no long dura“ 
tion, and that in maturer age, when: the 
enchantments of fancy ſnall 'ceaſe; and 
phantòms of delight dance no mote 5 
about us, we ſhall have no comforts but 
the eſteem of wiſe men, and the means 
of doing good. Let us, therefore, ſtop, 
while to ſtop is in our power: let us live 
as men ho are ſome time to grow old, 
and to whom it will be the moſt dreadful 5 
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the government of the paſſions. His 
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that wantoned along the fide of 4 Wind- 0 
og path, had! its banks ſometimes open- 
into ſmall baſons, and its ſtream 
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murmurs. N 42 A 
aſſe foals chrogh h the wood, 


> regions | „bad lellure a 
| 9 hk — 95 Re 4 
wag they advanced tt 
e Eby Cs 
"vitplhs Aang in the grove; And, - 
aug ftilt further beheld u ftately pu 
huilt upon a hill ſurrounded with woods, 
7 laws SE Fer 3 ee 
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dn to. diſcern that they were no com- 
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mon gueſts, and ſpread, his Fable” With 
ma gnificence, T he 
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tefy of the princes excired is ep 
When they offered to hetentre 
ded their ſtay, ee ibb next day Rin 
alen diſmiſs them chan 171 


Ne- ad 6 vility grew up in time 
;Hrecdom.: and-con net 5 e * 


The prince now. ſaw all the lom + 
ticks cheerful, andall the face of nature 
n round the 4 and could. A 


N 


en, . — Moepdl⸗ 
iſsſhons, he anſwered with a: figh, ks, My 


My — — Puts my lie in danger 


= 
9 4 ͤ ot — >< Pan 


the Baſſa of Egypt is my enemy, in- 


- 


cenſed. only by my wealth and popula- 
ay 1 D been * protected 


">; 


againſt 
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zgainſt him by the princes of the coun- 
try z but, as the favouriof the great is 
Uncertain, I know not how ſoon my de- 
fenders may be perſuaded to ſhare the 
Plunder wich the Bafſh. 1 Have ſent my | 


Ki i [Jt be un . 
115 need in 8 wal . 


ger, and deprecating h his exile: "and the 
Princeſs was fo much diſturbed wirhi the 
tümult of grief and indignation, chat 
The LE + to her apartment. They | 
continued with their kind 1 invit er a few 


: days longer. and then went Forts 
s Ro en NI fe 
: fd the hermit.” CR hats tam 
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Prong it's cell: it was a cayern in 
the fide of a mountain, a Bad 
en Pottery mind to 15 
meditation, eſpecially when it was aſſiſt- 
ed by the wind whiſtling among the N 


branches. The firſt rudè effay of na- 
ture had been ſo much improyed by 
human labour, that the cave contained 
ſeyeral apartments appr 
ferent uſes, and often afforded. 


to;travellers, whom darkneſs or — 
happened to overtake. 3 The 
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The hermit ſat on a bench at the door, 
to enjoy the coolneſs. of; the evening. 
On one fide lay a book with. pens and: 
phpers, or the other mechirical infffu- 
ments of various Kinds. Ks they ap- 
proached | him unregarded, the pr ; princels 
obſerved th that he had pot the counte- 


O27 3388 


Hance ©: a man tha at had found: ebe 


I Ako 2 43 


teach the E way. to happineſs, 247 


Oba 


Pay ag ſaluted him with N 
Wack. he repaid like a man nat unac- 
. RU Ma to the forms of courts: My! 
children, laid he, if you have loſt your 
ways YC ou ſhall be willingly lupplicd: with 
fych conveniences. for the night. as this: 
cayern. will afford. L have all that na- 
ture xequires, and you will eee 
delicasies i 1 4 hermit's cell.” - Wend 
They thanked him, and, entering, 
were pleaſed with the neatneſs and reg\ 97 


larity of the place. The hermit ſet fleſn 
| 5 G. 5 1871 Von Bont: adh * 
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the princeſs re repented | of 


plore your direction for this Joung en 
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and wine before, them, the ugh. be. fed 
Only upon fruits and water, His diſ- 
Courſe | was cheerful, without levity 1 5 


Pious without enthuſiaſm.” Te : "ſoon 
gained the eſteem of his | 


* 222 — 


3 : 74 1 0 — 0 3 » 
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cenſure, . 


Es and abode Bite 


At. kalt Imlac beganghys: «169 Jo net 
wonder chat your reputation Js. ic 


GIL IEF 


ax e crended ; ye have heard at Cairo 


of oe wiſdom, and came hither to 7 3 


a+ "fp 4 
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** maiden en 2 in the choice. of 777 11 fo AI: 
C To him that lives well, an ſwen ed 


the hermit, every form of life is gooc 


1 can I give any other rule for Goc 


than to remove from all apparent evil.” 
"4 Hewill remove! moſt certainly from 
"evil, ſaid the prince, who mall devote 
"himſelf to that ſolitude which you have 
recommended by your example. * 
10.1.7” | * « T have 
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I have indeed red fifreen years im 
Ehe, Aid the hermit; but have no 
defite that my exinple thould' gam any 75 
imitators. In my youth 1 profefſedt 
arms, and was raiſed by degrees to the: 
higheſt c military rank. I have traverfeck 
wide countries at the head of my troops. 

an f ſeen, many battles and! lieges. At 


#4 1. 3 4 


m 1 8 was ET to 445 1 
ene | LS Pg 


re olved tocloſen my! life in peace, . 
in found the wo orld full of ſnares, dis- 
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cor 260 f n ery. J had once eſcaped 


* 


fromm the perſuit of the enemy by the 


Helter, of. this cayern, . and. therefore: 
choſe it for my final reſidence. Jem 


| n artificers 1 to form ii it into cha 
bers, and ſtored it with. ; all that 1 
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likely to 
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f men For ſame time after my retreat, l 
rejoiced like a empeſt. 
Bis entrance into the harbour, being 

5 ighted. with the ſudden change of the 

| noiſe and. hurry of war to ſtillneſs and 

repoſe. When the pleaſure of novelty 
vent away, | employed my hours in ex- 
amining the plants which grow in the 
valley, and the minerals which T colle&- 

ed from the rocks. But that inquity 

is now grown taſteleſs and irkſome. 1 

have been for ſome time unfettled and 
diſtracted: my mind is diſturbed With 
a thouſand perplexities of doubt, and 
vanities of imagination, which hourly 
prevail upon me, becauſe I have no 
opportunities of relaxation or diverfio on. 
I am ſometimes afhamedto think that I 
could not ſecure myſelf from vice, but 

dy retiring from the exerciſe of virtue, 


and an to * that 1 was rather 


+ E E | imp lled 
. Wy = : 
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impelled by PTY than led = de- 
votion, into ſolitude. My fancy riots 
in ſcenes of folly, and I lament that 1 
baye loſt ſo much, and have gained ſo 
little. In ſolitude, if 1 eſcape the ex- 
_ ample of bad men, I want likewiſe tlie 
counſel. and converſation of the good 
ooh have been long comparing the Evils | 
with the advantages of ſociety, and re- 
ſolye to return into the world to- mor- 
row. The life of a ſolitary man will 
1 ee, e, 
devour.” e gr © DI nh 


They bend his late With Rik 
| -Priſe; but after a ſhort pauſe, offered 
to conduct him to Cairo. He dug up 
a conſiderable treaſure which he had hid 
among the rocks, and accompanied them 
to the city, on which, as he eee 
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wonder with, Which be heard him cen- 
Jure a courſe, of life which, he had ſo 
deliberately choſen, and. ſo laudably fol- 
lowed” "T he ſentiments of the hearers 
were various. Some were of opinion, 
that t che folly o of his choice had beep. 
zultly 10 condemnation to 4 
Petu perl ſeve ce. ; Ons of the youngr 
eſt among them, with great vehemence, 
pronounced | um an hypocrite. Some 
talked af the right of ſociety to the la: 
bour of indiyi ua ;, and conſidered re- 
tirement 26 4 deſertion of duty. Others 
readily allowed, chat there was a time 
when the claim: of the: publick were 
ſatisfied, and when a man might pre- 
_ pet fequeſter timſelf;, do review His 
life, 6d purify his heart. +6 A 

we” n 10 St en 

One, Who appeared. more fedted 
with the narrative than the reſt, thought 


i PHY: that the he rmit. would, 5 A 
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bead him w dae een a. 
tiegcg is che preſent condition of a 
by wiſe man. The time is already. come, ; 


when none are wretched, but by their 
onn fault. Nothing is more idle, than 
Alem S to 
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u unalterable law 
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$6K0ence. Sir, ſaid the: prince;-with 
gent modsſty, as I, bike all the reſt of 
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and ſoda the phllo@pher,T can 
ate e em no information which gay 
 Tudies have enabled me to afford. To 


live orgs to nature, is to act 2 — 
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himielf, l a_ always aſſiſted him to give 
reaſc why, though he had been 


5, ſaid ſhe, known 
bur Jietle. of the world : we 
Jet been either great or 
Neri QUNITY, - 
ye hed 
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* 8 SE LASapplauded the defigny 
IX and appeared next day with a 
ſplendid retinue at the court of the Baſſa. 
He was ſoon diſtinguiſhed for his mags 
nificence, and admitted, as a prince 
whoſe curioſity had brought him from 
diſtant countries, to an intimacy with 
the great officers, and frequent conver- 
fation with the Buff himfelf” 


He was at firſt inclined to believe, 
chat the man muſt be pleaſed with his 
own condition, whom all approached 
with reverence; and heard with obedi- | 


enge, ard ho had the power to ex- 
tend 2 edicts to a whole” kingdom. 
| 9 1 
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3 be e La ſaid he, 
equal to that of feeling at once the joy 
of thouſands - a happy by _w 
, this ſublime delight 
can-be in one nation but the lot of one, 
there is ſome ſatisfaction more popular 
and acceſſible, and that millions can 
hardly be fubjeeed to the will of a ſingle a 
man, only to fill his particular Ki b 
with incommunicable content.” Bf 
| | Theſe thoughts were ofte 
mind, and he found no ſolution of the 
difficulty. But as preſents and civ ilities 


gained him more fi arlty, | n 
that almoſt every man who fic d high 
in employment hated all the reſt, and 


was hated by them, and that their lives 
were « A continual ſuc eſſior of plots and 
| | detec- 


every he was bee ing for 
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HE cites in E mean time, 


inſinuated herſelf into many fa - | 


milies ; for there are few doors, through 


which liberality, joined with good hu- 


mour, cannot find its Way. The daugh- 


ters of many houſes were airy and cheer- 


ful, but Nekayah had been too long ac- 


cuſtomed to the converſation of Imlac 
and her brother to be much pleaſed 
with childiſh levity and prattle which 


had no meaning. She found their 


thoughts narrow, their wiſhes low, and 


their merriment often artifici al. Their | 
poor as they were, could not 


H 2 = be 
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N be — pure, but were embittered 
by petty competitions and worthleſs 
emulation. They were always jealous 
of the beauty of each other; of a quality 
to which ſolicitude can add nothing, 
and from which detraction can take no- 
thing away. Many were in love with 
triflers like themſelves, and many fan- 
cied that they were in love when in 
truth they were oply idle. Their aer. | 


e e Leldom jay HSE in vexation. 
Their grief, however, like their joy, was 
tranſient; every thing floated in their 
mind unconnected with the paſt o fu- 

ture, ſo that one deſire eaſily gave way 
to another, as a ſecond ſtone; caſt into 
the water effaces and confounds the 
circles of the firſt. | rf: 


With theſe 1 the 11 as RY 
de e and. found them 
£1 4 proud 
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proud of her count enance, and weary 
of i her company. itt ee . 38 
But her purpoſe was to examine more 
i Were and her affability eaſily perſuad- 
ed the hearts that were ſwelling wich 
ſorrow to diſcharge their ſecrets A Mer 
car: and thoſe whom hope flattered, or 
proſperity delighted, often courted 1 
to partake their pleaſures, 
The princeſs and her brother _ 
nber met in the evening in a private 
ſummer- houſe on the bank of the Nile, 
and related to eachother the occurrences 
of the day. As they were fitting to- 
gether, the Princeſs caſt her eyes upon 
the river that flowed before her. An- 
ſwer, ſaid ſhe, great father of waters, 
thou that rolleſt- thy floods through 
eighty nations, to the invocations of the 
; daughter of thy native king. Tell me 
175 chou watereſt, through all thy courſe, 
H 3 . a ſingle 
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not hear the murmurs of complaint? 
Tou are then, faid Raſſelas, not 
more ſucceſsful in private houſes than I 
have e nz 2 1 es! ſince 
. enabled 1 to enter * 
miliarly' into many families, where there 
was the faireſt ſhew of proſperity and 
| Peace, and know not one heuſe that. 1s 
1255 haunted by. ſome fury that deſtr deſtre ops | 
ir qu let, . 


the PATE N * EY n 9g 


5 EE” I did "not ſeek eaſe. — 21 
becauſe I concluded that there it could 
not be found. But 1 ſaw-many poor 
hom I had ſuppoſed to live in affluence. 
Poverty has, in large cities, very diffe- 
rent appearances: it is often concealed 
in ſplenuour, and often in extravagance. 
it is te care of @ very great part of 
mankind to conceal their indigence from 
2 * „„ 
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the reſt: they ſupport: themſelves by 


temporary expedients, and every day is 
loſt in contriving for the morrow. 


„This, however, was an evil, vchich, 
though frequent, I ſaw with leſs pain, 
becauſe I could relieye it. Let ſome 
have refuſed my bounties; more offend- 
ed With my quickneſs to detect their 
wants, than pleaſed with my readineſs to 
fucedur them : and others, whoſe exi- 
gencies compelled them to admit my 
kindneſs, have never been able to for- 
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. EKAYAH perceiving her bro 
1  ther's attention _ 1 
in her narrative. 
In families, where there is or is 
not poverty, there is commonly diſcord: 
if a kingdom be, as Imlac tells us, a 
great family, a family likewiſe, is a little 
kingdom, torn with factions and ex- 
poſed to revolutions. An un practiſed 
obſerver expects the love of parents and 
children to be conſtant and equal; but 

this kindneſs ſeldom continues beyond 
the years of infancy: in a ſhort: time 
the children become rivals to their pa- 
rents. Benefits are allayed by reproaches, 
and — debaſed by envy. 
| W Parents 
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FG Parents and children ſeldom act in 
concert: each child endeavours to ap- 
propriate the eſteem or fondneſs of the 
parents, and the parents, with yet Teſs 
temptation, betray each other to their 


children; thus ſome place their coftfi- 
dence. in the father, and — of the 
mother, and by degrees, the houſe is 
z Weg: Wea walks and feuds. 


n * 


1 The opinions of children and A 
* of the) young and the old, are na- 
turally oppolite, by the contrary effects 
of hope and deſpondence, o expetta- 
tion and experience, without crime or 
folly on either ſide. The colours of 
life in youth and age appear different, 
às the face of nature in ſpring and winter. 
And how can children credit the afſer- | 
tions of parents, which their own eyes 


ſhow them to Ve TIT; i WM | 1e 
HZ . K Few 
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4 eee in fach a manner 
as * . — to enforce their maxims by the 
credit of their lives. The old man 
truſts wholly to, low contrivance and 
gradual progreſſion : the youth expect 
O LOTCE his way by. genius, vigour and 
precipitance. The old man pays regard 
to o riches, a ond the rw reverences vir 
youth. commits hint u to en 
and chance. The young man, who i in- 
tends no ill, believes that none is in- 
tended, and therefore acts with openneſs 
and candour: but his father, Having 
ſuffered the injuries of fraud, is im- 
pelled to ſuſpect, and too often allured 
to practice it. Age looks with anger on 
the temerity of youth, and youth with 
contempt on the ſcrupulouſity of age. 
"Thus parents and children, for the 
reate Vu live on to love leſs and 

| 1 2 TD leſs: | 
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thus cloſely united are the torments-of 
each other, where ſfrall we ook . 
domeſs and conſolation?ꝰ Nin 
% Surely, ſaid- this prince, you wn 
—_ e choice, of 
rharthe eee of Dr | 
impeded in its reer natural 


111 tremay 5 FEMA 


—— We ſel- 
dom ſee that a whole family is virtuous: 
the good and evil cannot well agree; 
another : even the virtuous fall ſome- 
*vienes to Wr when: e ws: 
ges In dara) WR” are 
have moſt reverence' who moſt de 
mad. [ = H.'6 


: 66 + 14A 88 BL AE: 5 
14 ben be that lives ll cannot be 


„ 54 yo ash 
0 „. Many ende me private life. 
Some are the ſlaves of ſervants whom 
4 RAPE” truſted with their affairs. 
t in continual anxiety to 
3 rich relations, whom they 
cannot pleaſe, and dare not offend. 
wives perverſe: and, as it is always 
more eaſy to do evil than good, though 
the wiſdom or virtue of one can very 
make — n. ow: tally or 


* 


oy — 1 f hall, 
future, think it dangerous OL ned 
my intereſt with that of another, left: 


; ſhould. r dy my 
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I have met, ſaid the priticeſs,” with 
many who live ſingle for that reaſon; 
but I never found pF d pre acice 

ought to raiſe envy.” Wes 


away their time din: friendibip; 


without fondneſs, and are. driven to rid 
themſelves of the day, for which they 
have no. uſe, by childiſh amuſements, 
or vicious delights. They act as beings 
under the conſtant ſenſe of ſome known 
inferiority, that fills their minds with 
rancour, and their tongues with cenſure; 
They are peeviſh at home, and male- 
volent abroad; and, as the out-laws of 
human nature, make it their buſineſs 
and their pleaſure to diſturb that ſociety 
which debars them from its privileges, 
To live without feeling or exciting ſym- 
| pathy, to be fortunate without adding to 
the felicity of others, or afflicted with- 
out taſting the balm of Pity, is a ſtate 

more 
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1 progerarrion/ Y 0 


E converſation ads — 
4 The prince, having  confidered 
his- Gfter's obſervations, told her, that 
the had ſurveyed life wich prejudice, 
and ſuppoſed miſery where ſhe did not 
find it. "Your narrative, ſays he, 
throws yet a darker's gloom upon the 
proſpects of futurity : the predictions of 
Imlac were but faint ſketches of the evils 
painted by Nekayah. I hive been 
lately convinced that quiet is not the 
daughter of grandeur, or of power: 
that her preſence is not to be bought by 
wealth, nor enforced by conqueſt. It is 
evident, that as any man acts in a WMder 
compaſs, he muſt be more enpoſed to 

oppoſitĩon from enmity or miſcarriage 
| 5. —_ 


We x A's SEO Eg 
fron chance; whoever has: many to 
pleaſe or to govern, muſt uſe the mini- 
ſtry © of many agents, ſome of whom will 
be wicked, and ſome i ignorant z by ſome 
the will be miſled, and by others be- 
trayed. If he gratifies one he will of- 

fend another: thoſe that are not favour- 

ed will think themſelves injured; and, 


55 fince favours can be conferred but upon 


few, the . will em 
The een in Peiner 
which i is thus unreaſonable, I hope that 
| 1 ſhall always have pins to 192 hg 
FO» power to repreſs.” 

. Diſcontent, anſwered Raflclas, vin 
not always be without reaſon under the 
iſt ation of 


"moſt Juſt and vigilant adminif 
pu blick affairs. None, however at- 
entive, can always diſcover that merit 

n * lodigence or faction gs hap- | 
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pen to obſcure ; 7 and "none, however 
powerful, can always reward it. Let, 


he that ſees inferiour deſert advanced 
above him, will naturally impute that 


preference to partiality or caprice; ang, 
indeed, it can ſcarcely be hoped that 
any man, however magnanimous by | 
nature, or exalted by condition, will be 
able to perſiſt for everin the fixed and in- 
exorable Juſtice of diſtribution : be will 
n Ic hows, 

4 and ſometimes, thoſe wy his favourites: I! 
he will permit i ſome t to pleaſe him who 
| can never ſerve him; he will diſcover 
in thoſe whom he loves qualities which 

in reality they do not poſſeſa; and to 
thoſe, from whom he receives Pleaſure, f 
he will in his turn endeavour to give it. 
Thus will recommendations ſometimes 


4 5 


prevail which were purchaſed byr _— 10 


or by the more deſtructiv e 
flattery and ſervility,” nn He 


- 
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ere re poſſible. that. he mould always 
A dh, Jet when ſuch numbers are 


e = of his _condudt, the bad will 
ceplure and_obſtru& him, by'.male- 
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has nothing to do but to love and to be . 
loved, to be virtuous and vo be happy.? 
Whether perfect happineſs would 
be procured. by perfect goodneſs,” ſaid 
e this works war never afford an 
opp of dec Barth, at 


A I moſt all political ona Are « ee 
Seen the bad and good: they. are 


nuch diſtinguiſhed 1 in the "fury 
of 1 Hacken; they ſink together in A 
tem pelt, and are driven. together | from 
their country by. invaders. All that 


e erte 
virtue can afford is quietnefs of con- 


ſcience,,.. a ſteady prof] pet of a happier 
Kates. this may enable us to endu 
lamity with patiences but remember 
that e muſt ſuppoſe pain.” 
9 "CHAP. 


* 


13 * 48 8 2 L 58. „ 


* x N * i 3 4 5 F 4 by " Þ 4 * * 3 4 4 1 = S. 5 e 3 JS +5 
: 
=S * 
$ 8 i F 
5 8 1 x . = 
Patt 33 7öd 8 
Q . : 


eas AND "ar Av an” co r ux 
THEIR CONV RSATION. | . 


0 EAR princeſz, ſaid” Raſſclas, 
vou fall into the common er- 


rours of exaggeratory declamation, by 
producing, i in a familiar diſquiſition, ex- 
amples of national calamities, and ſcenes 
of extenſive miſery, which are found in 
books rather than in the world, and 
which, as they are horrid, are'ordai ned 
to be rare. Let us not imagine evils 
which we do not feel, nor inj ure life by 
miſrepreſentations. 1 cannot bear that 
querelous eloquence which” threatens 

every city with a ſiege like that of Jeru- 

falem, that makes famine attend on 
every flight of locuſts, and ſuſpends peſ- 
tilence on the wing of every blaſt ther 


ſues from the ſou th. 


« 85 
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« On neceſſary and inevitable evils, 
which overwhelm kingdoms at once, all 
diſputation i is vain: when they happen 
they muſt be endured. But it is evi- 
dent, that theſe burſts of univerſal dif- 
treſs are more dreaded than felt; thou- 
ſands and ten thouſands flouriſh in youth, 
and wither 1 in age, without the know- 
ledge of any other than domeſtick evils, 
and ſhare the ſame pleaſures and vexa - 
tions whether their kings are mild or 
cruel, whether the armies of their coun- 


1 3h 188 


try perſue their enemies, or retreat be- 
fore them. While courts are diſturbed 


with inteſtine competitions, and ambaſ- 


ſadours are negociating in foreign coun- 
tries, the ſmith till plies his anvil, and 


the huſbandman drives his plow for- 
ward; the neceſſaries of life are required 
and obtained; and the ſucceſſive buſineſs 
of the ſeaſons continues to make. its 
wonted revolutions, | 11 72 


Re 


— 


2 
1 
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* Leti us ceaſe to conſider what, pet. 
haps, may, never happen, and what, 
hen it mall happen, will laugh at hu- 
man ſpeculation, We will not endea- 
vour to modify the motions of the ele- 
ments, or to fix the deſtiny of kingdoms. | 
It is our buſineſs to conſider what beings 


like us May perform; each labourir 


—_— of others. - 1 5 bs 5890105 
Marriage is evidently the date or 
natureʒ men and women were made bel 


be companions of each other, and t 
| fore Dave — bus chavmar- | 

6.4 1 nid not, ſaid * m he: 
ther marriage be more than one of the 
| innumerable modes of human mit, Th 3 
When I fee and reckon. the various 
forms, of connubiat i infe licity, 
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ted. cauſes of Laing i iſcord, the | 
2 ties of temper, the oppoſitiansof 
opinion, the rude collifions of contrary 

RE er borh are urged 4 violent | 


orted 4 by conn of good nibh 


I . 
ſtigation of a paſſion too much — 
entangle themielves. with indiſſc 

compatts.” . aki 65: 5 
_,* You hem toforget, replie Raſſlas 
chat you have, eyen now, repreſented 
celibacy as. leſs happy than marriage. 
Both conditions may be bad, bur they 
cannot both be worſt. Thus it happens 
when wrong opinlons are entertained, 
chat they mutvally deſtroy each other, 
ad; leave the mind open to truth.” 


« I did 


— 


ies, that judging of the whole by 
parts, 1 am alternately affected by « one 


. 


1 n 488 EL ASG. 


1 did d novexpett, anſwered the prin- 
ceſs, to hear that imputed to falſchood 
which is the conſequerice only of frailty. 
To the mind, as to the eye, it is diffi- | 
cult to compare with exactneſs objects 
Nb in their me ane ration in mg 


and the other as either preſſes on my 
memory or fancy? ? We differ from our- 
ſelves Jult : as we differ from each other, 
when we ſee only part of the queſtion, 


2 in ths. mu nnn relations of poli- 
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ticks and morality but when we. per- 
ceive the whole at once, as in numerical 
computations, all agree in one zudg 
, and none ever varies his opinion.“ P 


* Let us not add, ſaid the prince, to 
the other evils of life, the bitterneſs of 
controverſy, nor endeavour to vie with 
each other in ſubtilties of argument. 
We are employed in a ſearch, of which 
both are equally to enjoy the ſucceſs, or 
ſuffer by the miſcarriage. It is there- 
fore fit that we aſſiſt each other. You 
ſurely conclude too haſtily from the in- 
felicity of marriage againſt its inſtitu- 
tion: will not the miſery of life prove 
equally that life cannot be the gift of 
heaven? The world muſt be peopled 
by marriage, or peopled without it.“ 


„How the world is to be peopled, 
returned N ckayah, is not my care, and 
45:4 I FE, needs 


yours, I ſee no danger 
t generation ſhould omit 


that the 


to leave ſucceſſors behind them: we are 
not now inquiring for the world, but 
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THE "DEBATE or MARRIAGE. 
| CONTINUED. IP oy 


* — 
* 


HE good of the ale. fays 


L Raſſelas, is the ſame with the 
Fr of all its parts. If marriage be 
beſt for mankind it muſt be evidently 
beſt for individuals, or a permanent and 


neceſſary duty muſt be the cauſe of 
evil, and ſome muſt be inevitably ſacri- 


ficed to the convenience of others. In 


the eſtimate which you have made of the 
two fates, it appears that the incom- 
modities of a ſingle life are, in a great 


meaſure, neceſſary and certain, butthoſe 
of the conjugal ſtate accidental aud 
avoĩdable. 7 


I cannot forbear to flatter myſelf, 
that — and benevolence will 
1 make 
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make marriage happy. The general 
folly of mankind is the cauſe of general 
complaint. What can be expected but 
diſappointment and repentance from a 
choice made in the immaturity of youth, 
in the ardour of deſire, without judg- 
ment, without forelight, without in- 
quiry after conformity of opinions, ſimi- 
larity of manners, rectitude of INE 
ment, or purity of ſentiment. 


; 6 Such! is the common proceſs of mars. 
| nage. A youth or maiden meeting by 
chance, or brought together by artifice, 
exchange glances, reciprocate civilities, 
go home, and dream of one another. 
Having little to divert attention, or di- 
verſify thought, they find themſelves 
uneaſy when they are apart, and there- 
fore conclude that they ſhall be happy 
together. They , marry, and diſcover 
what nothing but voluntary blindneſs 
| before | 
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* 
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before had concealed; they wear out 
life in altercations, and charge nature 


3 +4 


with cruelty. 6 ee Us" 


From thoſe" early marriages Pro- 
ceeds likewiſe the rivalry of parents and 
children; the ſon is eager to enjoy the 
world before the father is willing to for- 
ſake it, and there i is hardly room at once 
for two generations. The daughter be- 
gins to bloom before the mother can be 
content to fade, and neither can forbear 


-to'wiſh for the abſence of the other. N 


c. Surely all theſe evils r may be avoid- 
aj that deliberation and delay which 
pridence preſcribes| to irrevocable choice. 
In the variety and Jollity of youthful 
pleaſures life may be well enough, ſup- 
ported without! the help of a Partner. 
Longer time will increaſe experience, 


and wider views will allow better op- 
portunities of inquiry and ſeletion : : 


4 3 | one 
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on 8 at lea une certa! 
| the parents will pe. 3 alen cha 
| 5 N eee . 
| | „What reaſon. cannot colle&; Kid 
| Nckayab, and har experiment has not 
yet taught, can be known. only from 
che report of others. I haye been told 
4 -that late marriages are not eminently 
happy: This is a queſtion too impor- 
tant to be neglected, and I have often 
Prope ole d it 1 8 


e wade ww ſuffrages anpithpof 
regard. They have generally deter- 
mined, that it is dangerous for. a-man 
and woman to ſuſpend their fate upon 
each other, at a time when opinions arc 
fixed, and habits are eſtabliſned; when 
"friendſhips have been contracted on 
dach Hides, when-life has been planned 


ug: the mind has long 
enjoyed 
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mod the amn of its own 


« Tt is eee * this be- 
velling through the world under the 
bd to the ſame path, and it 
will not 1 happen that either will 
| l track which cuſtom has made 
pleaſing. When the deſultory levity of 

youth has ſettled into regularity, it is 
ſoon ſucceeded by pride aſhamed to- 
yield, or obſtinaey delighting to con- 
tend. And even though mutual eſteem. 
produces mutual deſire to pleaſe, time 
itſelf, as it modiſies unchangeably the 
external mien, determines likewiſe the 
direction of the paſſions, and gives an- 
inflexihle rigidity to the manners, Eong: 
cuſtoms are not eaſily broken: he that 
attempts to change the courſe: of. bio 

own, life, very, often labours.- in 

Fe "= | put 


= 


x 
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nd how ſhall we do that Ke others 


N Which we are ſeldom "I to Us for 


76 But Abe Na ee the prince, 


vou ſuppoſe the chief motive of choice 


forgotten or neglected. Whenever I 
mall ſeek a wife, it ſhall be my firſt 
queſtion, whether ſhe be nay oe Wie 
Tt& by reaſon? 


* Thus it is, 800 Nekayah, that phi- 


Toſophers are deceived. There are a 
thouſand familiar diſputes which reaſon 
never can decide; queſtions that elude 
inveſtigation, and make logick ridicu- 


| Tous; caſes where ſomething muſt be 
done, and where little can be faid. 


Confider the ſtate of mankind, and i in- 


quire how few can be ſuppoſed to act 
upon any occaſions, whether ſmall or 
great, with all the reaſons of action 
preſent to their minds. Wretched 


8 f þ = woald 
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7 would be the pair above all names of 
wretchedneſs, who ſhould be doomed to 
adjuſt by reaſon every morning all the 

minute detail of a domeſtick day. 


RE... Thoſe who marry at an advanced 
age, will probably eſcape the encrogch- 
ments of their children; but, in dimi- 
nution of this advantage, they will be 
likely to leave them, ignorant and halp- 
leſs, to a guardian's mercy : or, if that 
ſhould not happen, they muſt at leaſt 
go out of the world before they ſee 
thoſe whom they love beſt either wiſe 

or great. | 
From their children, if they 1 
leſs to fear, they have leſs alſo to hope, 
and they loſe, without equivalent, -the 
Joys of early love, and the convenience 
of uniting with manners pliant, and 
minds ſuſceptible of new impreſſions, 
winch. might wear away their diſſimili- 
x 5 tudes 


ö 


XR A8 8 KL A 8, 
tudes by long cohabi n ? 
dies, by continual arerition,conform d their 
ſurfaces to cach other. 

e believe it wilt be found tar thiofs 


who marry late are beſt pleaſed with 
their children, and thoſe Woo n! 


5 « The union of wer + two affections, 
faid Raſſelas, would produce all that 
could: be wilhed. Perhaps there is a 
time when marriage might unite them, 


à time neither too early for the father, 
nor too late for the huſband,” “ 


Every hour, anſwered the prinees, 


0 my prejudice in favour of the 
poſition fo often uttered by the mouth 


of Imilac, © That nature ſets her gifts on 


the right hand and on the left.“ Thoſe 
conditions, w 


vhich flatter hope and -at- 
tract deſire, are ſo conſtituted, that, as 


eee we rocede from an- 


other. 
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other There are goods ſo oppoſed: 
that we cannot ſeize both, but, by too 
much ee may paſs between them 
at too great à diſtance to reach either. 
This is often the fate of long conſide - 
ration; he does nothing who endea- 
vours to. do- more than is allowed to 
humanity. Flatter not yourſelf with. 
contrarieties-of pleaſure.” Of the bleſ 
ings ſet before you make your choice, 
and be content; No man can taſte 
the fruits of autumn while he is de- 
lighting his ſcent with the flowers of 
the ſpring: no man can, at the ſame- 
time, ſill his cup from the ſource and 
from the mouth of the Nile. 
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nne mien. AND CHANGES TRE 
8 CONVERSATION. x 


2 . # 4 1 
pany, of * 1 


| EI R E. . 3 rs 
A. 4. rupted them. Imlac, faid'Raf- 
ſelas, I have been taking from the prin- 
ceſs the diſmal hiſtory of private life, 
aud am almoſt e Tr fur- | 
ther ſearch, 425 | : 


4 Tt . to me, fad. 3 — 
while you are making the choice of life, 
you negle&to live. You wander about 


a fingle city, which, however large and 
diverſified, can now afford few novel- 


nt £ 


ties, and forget that you are in a coun» 
try, famous among the earlieſt monar- 
chies for the power and wiſdom of its 
inhabitants; l where the ſciences 
firſt 
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firſt dawned that imüminte the . 
and beyond which the arts cannot be 
traced of civil bociety or domeſtick 


ne 6" J ee 
The old Eg oyptians have. left 1 


hind them monuments of induſtry and 
power before which all European magni- 
ficence is confeſſed to fade away. The 
ruins of their architecture are the ſchools 
of modern builders, and from the won- 
ders which time has ſpared we may 
rege. re, though uncertainly, . Neon 


ir has deſtroyed.” : 


ds - curiolity, faid. Raſſelas, does 
not very ftrongly lead me to ſurvey 
piles of ſtone, or mounds of earth; 
my buſineſs is with man. I came ki 
ther not to meaſure fragments of tem- 
ples, or trace choaked aquedudts, but 
to look upon the various is ſcenes of the 
preſent world.” 4 


- The 
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. © The things that are now before us,, 
faid the princeſs, require attention, and. 
deſerve it. What have I to do with the 
heroes or the monuments of ancient 
times? with times which never can re- 
turn, and heroes, whoſe form of life was 
different from all that the preſent con- 
dition of mankind requires or allows. 


Fo know any thing, returned the 


judge rightly. of the preſent we mult 
oppoſe i it to the paſt; for all judgment 
is comparative, and of the future no- 
thing can be known, The truth is, 


1 that no mind is much employed upon 


| 
| poet, we muſt know its cflictts; to ſee 
1 men we muſt ſee their works, that we 
may learn what reaſon has dictated, or 
| paſſion has incited, and find what are. the 
| moſt powerful motives of action, To 
| 
| 
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Our paſſions are joy and —— ov“ 
hatred, hope and fear. Of joy 
grief the paſt is the object 
ture of hope and fear; even — 
« The-preſent tate of We at 
_ conſequence of the former, and it ia 
e to inguire what were the ſources. 
of the good that we enjoy, or the evil. 
that, we ſuffer. If we act oniy for our- 
ſelves, to negle&t the ſtudy of hiſtory is. 
not prudent : if we are. entruſted; with 
| the care of others, it is not juſt, Ig 
norance, when it is voluntary, is crimi- 
nal; and he may properly be charged 
with evil who refuſed o learn how he 
might prevent it. 


There is Ce com 

rally uſeful as that Which relates the 

. of the human ming, the gray 
ö * 
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dual i improvement of reaſon, the ſuccec 
five advances of ſcience, the viciſſitude 
of learning and i norance which are th 
light and darkneſs of thinking beings, 
the extinction and reſuſcitation of arts, 
and the revolutions of the intellectual 
world. If accounts of battles and in- 
vaſions are peculiarly the buſineſs of 
princes, the uſeful or elegant arts are 
not to be neglected, thoſe who have 
kingdoms to n have underſtand- 
: ings to cultivate, - | at a 1 


Example is always more eexeibis 
than precept. A ſoldier is formed in 
war, and a painter muſt copy pictures. 
In this, contemplative life has the ad- 
vantage: n actions are feldom ſeen, 
but the labours of art are always at 
| 0 or” thoſe whoefire to know what 

has bee gr EONS Sf 


; 13 6 3 "hes 59. 0 « When 
e n 
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. „When che e eye or the imagina on 
is ſtruck with any uncommon work, the 
next tranſition of an active mind is to 
the means by which it was performed. 
Here begins the true uſe of ſuch con- 
templation we enlarge our comprehen- 
fion by new ideas, and perhaps recover 
ſome art loſt to mankind, or learn what 
is leſs perfectly known in our own Coun» | 
try. Ar leaſt we compare our own. 
with former times, and either rejoice at 
our improvements, or, what is the firſt 


motion towards good, diſcover our de- 
feds,” | 
I am willing, ſaid the prince, to 
ſee all that can deſerve my ſearch.” 
e And I, ſaid the princeſs, ſhall rejoice 
to learn porn of the manners of 
antiquity.” SY ug 


The moſt Poridpotis * of 


Egyptian greatneſs, and one of the moſt 
bulky 
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bulky works ef manual induſtry, ſaid 
Imlac, are the Pyramids; fabricks raiſed 
before the time of hiſtory, and of which 
the earlieſt narratives afford us only un- 
certain traditions. Of theſe the greateſt 
its 2 * very lietle injured by 


— 


« « Let 1 us viſit them to-morrow, faid 
Nekayah. I have often heard of the 
n and n not reit cl 4 have 
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I E. 8 ban 24 raken; 
they ſet out the next day. They 
laid tents upon their camels, being re- 
ſolved to ſtay among the Pyramids till 
their eurioſity was fully ſatisfied. They 
travelled gently, turned aſide to evety 
thing remarkable, ftopped from time to 
time and converſed with the inhabitants, 
| and qbſerved the various appearances of 
towns ruined and Arey — 


cultivated nature. *n - 
When they came to er "A 
ramid they were aftoniſhed at the extent 
of the baſe, and the height of the top. 
Imlac explained to them the principles 
wag which the * form was 
| choſen 


1 earthquakes themſc 


"of n Webfeed all its ane 
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YT for a fabrick intended to co.ex- 
tend its duration with that of the world: 
he ſhewed that its gradual diminution 


gave it ſuch ſtability, as defeated all 


the common attacks of the elements, 
and could ſcarcely be overthrown by 

Ives, the leaſt reſiſt · 
ible of natural d A concuſſion 
that ſhould ſhatter the pyramid would 
threaten the diffohation ING . con- 
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pitched their tents at its foot. Next 


day they prepared to enter its interior 
apartments, and having hired the com - 


mon guides climbed up to the firſt paſ- 
>, when the favourite of the princeſs, 


_ 1 into the cavity, ſtepped. hack 


| ab, aid PPAR: 


al ance, e, anſwered the lady, 
; and 
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and of the dreadful gloom. 1 dare not 
enter a place which muſt ſurely be inha- 
bited by unquiet ſouls. The original 
poſſeſſors of theſe dreadful vaults will 
ſtart up re us, and perhaps ſhut 
us in for ever. She ſpoke, and threw 
her arms round the neck of her miſtreſs. 


If all your fear be of apparitions, 
ſaid the prince, I will promiſe you ſafety: 
there is no danger from the dead; he 
that is once buried wall be ſeen no 
more.“ 


That the dead are Gen no more, 


aid Imlac, 1 will not undertake to main - 
tain againſt the concurrent and unvaried 
; teſtimony of all ages, and of all nations. 
There is no people, rude or learned, 
among whom apparitions of the dead 
are not related and believed. This opi- 
nion, which perhaps prevails as far as 
human nature is diffuſed, could become 

univerſal 


100 ee 


cniverfal only by its truth : thoſe, that 
never heard'of one 3 would not 


eedd in 2 tale which nothing bur 
expel ce can make credible. That 
ir is doubted by ſingle cavillers can 
eee the generaf evidence, 


yet Fav not mean to SHE new ber- 
Wurs to thioſe which have already ſeized 
vpon Pekuah. There can be no reaſon 
why ſpectres ſhould haunt the pyramid 
more than other places, or Why they 
ſhould have Power or will to hurt inno- 
= CENCE : and purity. Our entrance is no 
= - viglation- of their privileges ; we cantake 
3 ae then „how Ws n 
ane Net ns Haste 106 
260 My'dear Palunb, f ſaid . G 
Fwin always go before you, and Imlac 


mall follow you. Remember that yo 
NE 0 
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are the companion | of the n of 
Abiſſinia. 


If the aa; is, 5 chat han | 
ſervant ſhould die, returned the. 1047 | 
leg hor e ſome death leſs dreads 
You know I Ae + 
muſt go if you command me; butyif- 
once enter, I never ſhall come back.” 

The princeſs. ſaw' chat her fear way 
boo. ſtrong for expoſtulation or repreof, 
and embracing! her, told her that ſhe 

wuld'ſtay in the tent tilb their return: 
Tekuah was yet not ſatisfied, but en- 
treated: the princeſs. not to perſue fo 
dreadful a purpoſe as that of entering 
the receſſes'of the pyramid. © Though 
1 cannot teach courage, ſaid Nekayab, I 
muſt not learn cowardice; nor leave 
at laſt undone ere 1 came hither only . 

0 do.“ 
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Try IA Tre PYRAMID. | 
| JEKUAH deſcended to the tents, | 
and the reſt entered the pyramid : : 
— paſſed through the galleries, ſur- 
veyed the vaults of marble, and ex- 
amined the cheſt in which the body of 
the founder is ſuppoſed to have been 
repoſited. They then ſat down in one 
of the moſt ſpacious chambers to reſt 
. before they attempted to return. 

% We have now, ſaid Imlac, grati- 
fied our minds with an exact view of 
the greateft work of man, except the 
wall of China. ; 


_« Of the wall i it is very eaſy to aſſign 
the motive. It ſecured a wealthy and 


timorous nation from the inc urſions of 
1 5 | | e a B ar- N 
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Barbarians, whoſe unſkilfolneſs i in arts 
made it eaſier for them to ſupply their 
wants by rapine than by induſtry, and 
who from time to time poured in upon 
the habitations of peaceful commerce 
as vultures deſcend upon domeſtick 
fowl. Their celerity and fierceneſs made 
the wall neceſſary, and their . 
made it efficacious; 


+ But for the pyramids no aldi kad 
ever been given adequate to the coſt 


and labour of the work. The narrow- 
neſs of the chambers proves that it 


could afford no retreat from enemies, 
and treaſures might have been repoſited 
at far leſs expence with equal ſecurity. 
It ſeems to have been erected only in 


compliance with that hunger of i imagi- 
nation which preys inceſſantly upon life, 


and muſt be always appeaſed by ſome 
employment. Thoſe who have already 


8 all 


* 


4 — 
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all that they can enjoy, muſt enlarge 
their deſires. He that has built for uſe, 
till uſe is ſupplied, muſt begin to build 
for vanity,” and extend his plan to the 
_utmoſt power of human performance, 
that he may not be ſoon reduced to form 
another wiſh. 


1 conſider this mighty ſtructure as 
2 monument of the inſufficiency of hu- 
man enjoyments. A King, whoſe power 
is unlimited, and whoſe treaſures ſur- 
mount all real and imaginary wants, is 
compelled. to ſolace, by the erection of 
a pyramid, the ſatiety of dominion and 
taſteleſſneſs of pleaſures, and to amuſe 
che tediouſneſs of declining life, by ſee- 


ing thouſands labouring without end, 
and one ſtone, for no purpoſe, laid upon 
another. Whoever thou art, that not 
| ; | content 
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| content with a moderate condition, ima» 
gineſt happineſs in royal magnificence, 
and dreameſt that command or riches 
perpetual gratifications, ſurvey the pyt 
tamids, and confeſa thy folly !f _ 
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PHY roſe up, and returned 
through the cavity at which they 
had entered, and the princeſs prepared 
for her favourite a long narrative of 
dark labyrinths, and coſtly rooms, and 
of the different impreſſions which the 
varieties of the way had made upon her. 
But when they came to their train, 
they found every one ſilent and deject- 
ed: the men diſcovered ſhame and fear 
in their countenances, and the women 
were weeping in the tents, 


What had happened they did not try 
to tothectufe, r ee edits, : 


56 You had ſcarcely entered into the py- | 
| ramid, 


bl 
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raid, ſaid 6ne of the attendants, when 
a troop of Arabs 'ruſhed upon ü us: % we 
were too few to reſiſt them, and too flow | 
to eſcape. They were about to ſearch the 
tents, ſet us on our camels, and drive us 
along before them, when the approach 
of ſome Turkiſh horſemen put them to 
flight; but they ſeized the lady Pekualr 
with her two maids, and carried them 
away: the Furks are now perſuing them 
by Our inſtigation, but 1 fear 2 wilt 
not be able to overtake them.“ 

The princeſs was over pe red with 
ſurpriſe and grief. Raſſelas, in the firſt 


heat of his reſentment, ordered his ſer- 


vants to. follow him, and prepared to 


perſue the robbers with his ſabre in his 


hand. Sir, ſaid Imlac, what can you f 


hope from violence or valour? the Arabs 


are mounted on horſes trained to battle 
d retreat; we have only beaſts of bur- 


„ 214% 
den. By leaving our preſent ſtation we 
may loſe the princeſs, but cannot r 

to regain |] Pekuah.” 


In a ſhort time the Turks n 
baviog not been able to reach the ene- 
my. The princeſs burſt out into new 
lamentations, and Raſſelas could ſcarcely 
forbear to reproach them with cowardice; 
but Imlac was of opinion, that the eſcape 
of the Arabs was no addition to their 
misfortune, for perhaps, they would 
have killed their captives . chap 
have FR” them. T „ 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 


THEY RETURN TO CAIRO. WITHOVT - 
PEKUAH, 


HERE was nothing to be hoped 
from longer ſtay. They returned 
to | Cairo repenting of their curioſity, 
cenſuring the negligence of the govern- 
ment, ' lamenting their own raſhneſs 


which had neglected to procure a guard, 
imagining many expedients by which 
the loſs of Pekuah might have been 
prevented, and reſolving to do ſome- 
thing for her recovery, though none 
could find any thing proper to be done. 
| Nekayah retired to her chamber 
where her women attempted to comfort 
her, by telling her that all had their 
troubles, and that lady Pekuah had en- 
Joyed much happineſs in the world for a 


Kg long 
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long time, and might Kan Apel 
a change of fortune. They hoped that 
ſome good would befall her whereſoever 
ſhe was, and that their miſtreſs would 


find another friend who might opply 
I place. TFT Y 


The princeſs made than no anſwer, 
and they continued the form of condo- 


lence, not much grieved i in their 15 F 
that the favourite was loſt. . 1 
Is 3 FE 


Next day the prince preſented to 92 
Baſſa a memorial of the wrong Which 
he had ſuffered, and a petition for rer, 
dreſs. The Baſſa threatened to Puniſh, 
the robbers, but did not attempt to. 
catch them, nor indeed, could any ac- 
count or deſcription be given by which, 


he might direct the perſuit. * r 


bt ſoon appeared. that nothing 2 5 
be done by authority. Governors, be- 
an] 2 ” $ 
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ing accuſtomed: to hear of mote erimes 
than they can puniſh, and more wrongs 


than they can redreſs, ſet themſelves at 


_ eaſe by indiſcriminate negligence, and 
preſently. forget the requeſt when they 
| loſe ſight of the petitioner. - au Sons 
Imlac then endeavoured to gain ſome 
intelligence by private agents. He 
found many who pretended to an exact 


knowledge of all the haunts of the 


Arabs, and to regular correſpondence 


with their chiefs, and who readily under. 


took the recovery of Pekuahi Of theſe,” 
ſome were furniſned with money wag 


their journey, and came back no more gl 
ſome were liberally paid for accounts? f 


which a few days diſcovered to be falſe. 
But the princeſs would not ſuffer any 1 


. 


means, however improbable, ! to be left: 1 
untried.” While ſhe was Tong un * 


n ſhe kept her —_ alive. 


* 


— R/T Dang noe — ee — — 
" * 2 


authority, Pekuah had not dared to talk 
of her terrours. She ought to have 
feared me more than ſpectres. A ſevere 
look would have overpowered her; a 
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when one meſſenger returned woe, uccels- 


ful, another was e toa different 
quarter... 


Two cm "_ now aſa and of 


Pekuah nothing had been heard; the 
hopes which they had endeavoured to 


raiſe in each other grew more languid 


and the princeſs, when ſhe ſaw ja lk 
more to be tried, ſunk down inconſo- 
lable in hopeleſs dejection. A thouſand 
times ſhe reproached herſelf with the 
eaſy compliance by which ſhe permitted 
Her favourite to ſtay; behind her. Had 


not my fondneſs, ſaid the, leſſened my 


eremp cargoes would have. com- 
"Aims 
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dulgence prevail upon me? Why did 1 
not ſpeak and refuſe to hear? ? 
Great princeſs, ſaid Imlac, do not 
tes yourſelf for your virtue, or con · 
ider that as blameable by which evil 
has accidentally been cauſed. Your ten- 
derneſs for the timidity. of Pekuah wag 
. generous and kind. When we act ac- 
cording to our duty, we commit the 
event to him by whoſe laws our ations 
are governed, and who will ſuffer nons 
to be finally puniſhed for obedience, 
When, in proſpect of ſome good, whe- 
ther natural or moral, we break the 


rules preſcribed us, we withdraw from 


the direction of ſuperiour wiſdom, and 
take all conſequences upon ourſelves. 


Man cannot fo far know the connexioa . 


of cauſes and events, as that he may 
venture to do wrong in order to do right. 
When we perſue our end by lawful 
ö K 6 means, 


ö 
ö 
l 
| 
t 
| 
| 
| 
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means, we may always conſole our miſ- 
carriage by the hope of future recom- 
pence. When we conſult only our own 
policy, and attempt to find a nearer 
way to good, by oyerleaping the ſettled 


boundaries of right and wrong, we 


cannot be happy even by ſu cceſs, : 


becauſe we cannot eſcape the conſciouſ- 
neſs of our fault: but, if we miſ- | 


carry, tbe diſappointment is irreme- 
diably embittered. How aner is 
the ſorrow of him, who feels at once 


the pangs of guilt, and the Ka once 


calamity which nil. has bah uren 


him? 1 
2 3 ben enid d 

been your condition, if the lady Pekuah 
had entreated to accompany you, and 
being compelled to ſtay in the tents, 
had been carried away; or how would 


* have born the thought, if you had 


forced 
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forced her into the pyramid, and the had. 
died before you in agonies of terrour,”” 


+. 7 


Had either happened, ſaid Nekayah; 
J could not have endurech life till now: 


I ſhould have been tortured to madneſs, 


by the remembra ance of uch. cruelty, ot 


muſt have ined away i in abborrence of 
myſelf” * 18 N 2e Ante 
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This at lead, dd ist is ihe pre- 
2 reward of virtuous conduct, that 
no unlucky conſequence can oblige us 
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| EXAYK H. being PI recon< 

£4 Y ciled to herſelf,. found that no 
evil is inſupportable but that which is 

accompanied with conſciouſneſs of 
wrong. She was, from that time, de- 
/ hvered/ from the violence of tempel- 
tuous forrow, and ſunk into ſilent pen- 
ſiveneſs wa gloomy tranquilliey- She 
ſat from morning to evening recollect- 
ing all that had been done or ſaid by 
her Pekuah, treaſured up with care 
every trifle on which Pekuah had fer 
an accidental value, and which might 
recal to mind any little incident or 
converſation. The ſentiments 


of ber, whom ſhe now expected to ſee 
no 
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no more, were treaſured in her memory 
as rules of life, and ſhe deliberated to 
no other end than to conjecture on any 


occaſion what would have been wag opi- 
nion and counſel of Pekuah. 


The women, by whom th was _ 
Pr”; knew nothing of her real con- 
dition, and therefore ſhe could not talk 
to them but with caution and reſerve. 
She began to remit her curioſity, having 
no great care to collect notions which |, 
ſhe had no convenience of uttering. 
Raſſelas endeavoured firft to comfort 

and afterwards to divert her; he hired 
muſicians, to whom ſhe ſeemed to liſten, 
but did not hear them, and procured 
maſters: to inſtruct her in various arts, 
whoſe lectures, when they viſited her 
again, were again to be repeated. She 

had loſt her taſte of pleaſure and her am 


bition of excellence. And her mind, 
8 9 
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e into ſhort excurſions, al- 
; ways recurred to the image of her friend. 


UAmlac was every morning earneſtly 
enjoined to renew his i inquiries, and was 
aſked every night whether he had yet 
heard of Pekuah, till not being able to 
return the princeſs the anſwer that ſhe 


ya, 


come into her preſence. She obſerved 
his back wardneſs, and commanded him 
to confound impatience with reſentment, 
or to ſuppoſe that I charge you with 
negligence, becauſe I repine at your 
unfucceſsfulneſs. I do not much won- 
der at your abſence; I know that the 
unhappy are never pleaſing, and that all 
naturally avoid the contagion of miſery. 
To hear complaints is weariſome alike 
to the wretched and the happy; for 
who would cloud by adventitious grief 


. CT 8s 5 


he was leſs and leſs willing to 


| 0 
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. 724 by 2 Atti 717 ITE * 1 
the mort gleams "of gaety, W. hich li Ee 


atfows us? or who, that is ſtruggling 
under his own evils, will add to chem 


the miſeries ol another? * Aeg 


n 


Nu J, by #1 


ſhall be diſturbed any 12 by the I 
ſighs of Nekayah: m y ſearch a after hap- # 
pineſs is now at an Lud. Tam 1 
to retire from the world with all its fat 
teries and deceits, and will hide r my ett : 
; ſfirude without any other care hn 5J 
; compoſe my thoughts, and regulate 
my ours by a conſtant ſucceſſion of in- 
nocent occupations, till, with a mind 
purified from all earthly defires, I mall 
er into that ſtate, to Which alt are | 
haſtening, and in which I hope again to 
enjoy the friendſhip of e 
P00 not entangle your mind, fad 4 
Imlac, by irrevocable Cs, 1 


nor increaſe the burthien of life by a 
$40 mW ve lunar 'q 


N 


to | 488248. 


r eee of OY the 
wearineſs of retirement will continue or 
increaſe when the loſs hal Peku ah, is for- 


$ & * a V 5 


2 a one 13 is no very grod reaſon 
tor rejedtion of the reſt,” | I EY 
Since Pekuah was enki from me, 
Laid the Princeſs, . I have no pleaſure to 
reject or to retain. She that has no one 
© love or truſt has little to hope. She 
_ wants the radical principle of happineſs. 
We may,. perhaps, allow that what ſa- 
risfaction this world can afford, muſt 
arxiſe from the conjunction of wealth, 
knowledge: and goodneſs: wealth is no- 
ching but as it is, beſtowed, and know- 
* edge nothing but as itis communicated: 
they muſt. therefore be imparted ' to 
others, and to whom could I now de- 
gbt to impart them ? Goodneſs affords 
. cdrfort which can be enjoyed. 


without 
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without a r and ee _ | 
te ed ine a =. 


How far ſolitude may admit good- 
nit, or advance it, I ſhall not, replied 
Imlac, diſpute at preſent. Remember 
the confeſſion of the pious hermit, 
You will wiſh to-return into the world; 
when the image of your companion has 
left your thoughts.” That time, ſaid 
Nekayah, will never come, The gene- 
rous frankneſs, the modeſt obſequiouſ- 
neſs, and the faithful ſecrecy of my dear 
Pekuah, will always be more miſſed, as I 
ſhall live longer to ſee vice and folly.” 


* The ſtate of a mind oppreſſed with 
a ſudden calamity, / ſaid Imlac, is like 


211 


hat of the fabulous inhabitants of the 
new created earth, who, when the firſt 
night.came Upon them, ſuppoſed that : 
day would never return. When the 
dane of ſorrow. gather over us, we ſes 
nothing 
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nothing beyond them, nor can imagine 
how they will be diſpelled: yet a new 
gay ſuceeeded to the night, and ſorrow 
is never long without a dawn of eaſe, 
But they who reſtrain; themſelves from 
receiving comfort, do as the ſavages 
would have done, had they put out 
their eyes when it was dark. Our minds, 
like our bodies, are in continual flux; 
ſomething is hourly loft, and ſomething 
- acquired. To loſe much at once is in- 
convenient to either, but while the vital 
powers remain uninjured, nature will 
find: the means of reparation. Diſtance 
haz the ſame effect on the mind as on 
the eye, and while we glide along the 
ſtream of time, whatever we leave be- 
bind us is always leſſening, and that 
which we approach increaſing in magni- 
tude. Do not ſuffer life to ſlagnate; it 
will: mw muddy for vn at of motion: 
Sueden commit 


a or ABISSINIA. 2 


commit yourſelf again to the current of 
the world; Pekuah will vaniſh by de- 
grees; you will meet in your way ſome 
other favourite, or learn to diffuſe 
yobrſelf in general converſation.” 


At eaſt, ſaid the prince, do not de- 
pair before all remedies have been tried: 
the 1 inquiry after the unfortunate lady is 
{fill continued, and ſhall be carried on 
with yet greater diligence, on condition 
chat you will Horny to wait a year for 


„ as, I © 


ſolution.” ” . 1 


N ckayah 3 this 8 500 
mand, and made the promiſe to her bro- 
ther, who had been adviſed by Imlac to 
require it. Imlac had, indeed, no great 
hope of regaining Pekuah, but he ſup⸗ 
poſed, that if he could ſecure the inter- 
val of a year, the princeſs would be 
then. in no enger of a Tad 17 


7 * 
: * 
& A 


CHAP. 
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1 11 
* N 


e IS STILL REMEMBERED. Tad 
| PROORESSOF SORROW, . 


\ TEKAY AH, ſeeing that 
& vas omitted for the recovery of 
her favourite, and having, by her pro- 
miſe, ſet her intention of retirement at 
à diſtance, began imperceptibly to re- 
turn to common cares and common 

pleaſures. She rejoiced without her 
own conſent at the ſuſpenſion of her 
ſorrows, and ſometimes caught herſelf 
with indignation in the act of turning 
away her mind from the remembrance 


of her, hom yet ſhe n never to 

forget. 

_ » She then ail a certain bouf of 
the day for meditation on the merits 


25 . 4 1 85 ; 
* 
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and fondneſs of Pekuah, and for forms 
_ weeks retired conſtantly at the time fix · 
ed, and returned with her eyes ſwollen 
and her countenance clouded. B ydegrees 
the grew leſs ſcrupulous, and ſuffered 
any important and preſling a ayocation 
to delay the tribute of daily tears. She 
then yielded to leſs occaſions ; fine 
tires forgot what ſhe was indeed afraid 
to remember, and, at laſt, wholly. re- 
leaſed herſelf from che 81 of dae | 
cal affliction. 


Her real love of Pekuzh was voor not 
diminiſhed. A thouſand occurrences 
brought her back to memory, and a 
thouſand wants, which nothing but the 
confidence of friendſhip can ſupply, 
made her frequently regretted. She, 
therefore, ſolicited Imlac never to deſiſt 
from inquiry, and to leave no art of 
intelligence untried, that, at leaſt, ſhe 
mighs 


226 RASSE LAS, 
might have the comfort of +I * 
he did not ſuffer by negligence or flug- 


#43 fo * 


pliftmeſs. "OY what, ſaid ſhe, is to be 
from our perſuit of happineſs, 
when we find the ſtate of life to be ſuch, 
that happineſs ; itſelf is the ca uſe of mi. 
fery ?: Why ſhould we 5 850 to at 
tui that, of which the poſſeſſion cannot 
de ſecure . | 21 ſhall henceforward fear to 


"heart to excellence, however 


ld loſe again what 1 have lo 
in Peleiah.” fy wt! 
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© GK r. xXXxVI 4 
THE PRINCESS HEARS NEWS: or r- 
| KVAHe 


_ 


JN th Hojiths; one e of the melſin 
gers, who had been ſent away upon 
the day when the promiſe was drawn 
from the princeſs, returned, after many 
_ unſucceſsful rambles, from the borders 
of Nubia, with an account that Pekuah 
was in the hands of an Arab chief, who 
poſſeſſed a caſtle or fortreſs on the ex- 
tremity of Egypt. The Arab, whoſe 
revenue was plunder, was willing to re- 
ſtore her, with her two attendants, for 
two hundred ounces of gold. | 
The price was no ſubject of debate. 
The princeſs.was in extaſies when ſhe 
heard that her favourite was alive, and 
_ ſo e be ranſomed. She 
L could 


A not thigh * As for a mo- 
ment Pekuah's happineſs or her own, 
but entreated her brother to ſend back 
the meſſenger with the ſum. required. 
Imlac being conſulted, was not very 
confident of the veracity of the relator, 
3 q. was, ſtill more doubtful of the 
\ b's. faith, who. might, if he. were 
too liberally truſted, c detain at once the 
money and the captives. He thought 
it 5 to put themſelves f in the 
power of the Arab, by going into his 
diſtrict, and could not expect that the 
5 Rover would ſo much expoſe himſelf 
as to come into 1 the lower country, where 
N be might be ſeized Gas the ore * the 
: Baffa. TY e 


It is difficult tonegociate: ak neĩ- 
. 1 vill truſt. But Imlac, after ſome 
32 deliberation, directed the meſſenger to 
| . wee olPekush ſhould be nt | 

1 ; "ON 
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ed by ten norſemen to t ry 
St. Antony, which i 18 ktudtec in my Ao 
ſerts of Upper-Egypt, where fie ſnduld 
be met by the ſame number, and hier 
ranſom ſhould be paid. nk! 5 „ehe I 


That no time might be. loſt, as thei 


expedited that bang ee Pe 8 be 
| joue tothe monaſtery; A 7 STI 


- arrived, Imlac went forward with Ih 
former meſſenger to the Arab's 8 fortrels. 
Raſſelas was deſirous to go with them, 
bur neither his liter nor Imlac would 


* 8 * . 


| conſent. The Arab, according to the 
cuſtom of his nation, obſerved, the laws - 
of hoſpitality with great &actneſs 


thoſe who put themſelves i into his power, 

and, in a few days, brought Pekuak with 
her maids, by eaſy journies, to their 
place appointed, where receiving the 

, $a price, he reſtored her with 
; | L 2 great 


— — 
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and upderzook to. conduct them bac 
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what time, and i. nt manner, 


411 was forced away, ſaid Pekuah, 
your ſervants have told you. The fud- 
denneſs of the event ſtruck” me with 
ſurpriſe, and I was at firſt rather ſtupi- 
| fied than agitated. with any paſſion. of 
either fear or ſorrow. My confuſion 
Was increaſed by the ſpeed and tumult 
of our Abe, while we were e followed by 


1 — LR F 2 


ſpaired to Gerti " or 8 raid of | 
thoſe whom! 1 made a  ſhew o me- 
nacing. 


„When he Arabs ſaw themſelves out 
of danger they flackened their courſe, | 
and as I was leſs haraſſed by exrernal 


"LY violence, 


J Ld , 

8 . N by * 5 . - 5 c | | F w . ay 4 s I . 1 ö * * 

E * 4 3 ies 2 * 4 'F l * — 3 © * £ * — 
* K : * * — * > 1 


iolence, I began to feel more uneaſineſs 
ped near a ſpring ſhaded with trees in a 
pleaſant! meadow, where we were ſet 
upon the ground, and offered ſuch re- 

freſhments as our maſters were par- 
taking. 1 was ſuffered i ſit with m . 
maids apart from the reſt, and none at- 
tempted | to comfort or inſult us. Here 
1 rſt began to feel the full weight | of 
my miſery. . The girls ſat. weeping | in 
filence, and from time to time locked 
or me for ſuccour. 1 knew not to what 
Cnditon we were doomed, nor could 
conjecture where would be the place of 
our captivity, « or whence to draw any 
hope of deliverance. 1 was in the hands : 
of robbers and ſavages, and had no 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that their pity was 
more than their juſtice, or that they 
would. | forbear the gratification of any. 
EN EL „ 
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2aVOUre by contains by e 
that we were yet treated with decency, 
and that, ſince we were now carried be · 


yond perſuit, there was no ee - 


Valence to our w_ GY I Sofas 


Mn, When we were to be ſet again on 
horſeback, my maids clung round me, 
and refuſed to be parted, but I com- 
manded them not to irritate thoſe who 
had us in their power. We travelled 
the remaining part of the day through. 
an unfrequented and pathleſs country, 
and came by moon · light to the ſide of a 
' hill, where the reſt of the troop was ita- 
tioned. Their tents were pitched, and. 
their fires kindled, and our chief. was. 
welcomed as a man e beloved OE: | 
hs gependants. Ide bie 10 
. rh | — 5 40 We 


As 14 


we dere received into a large tent, 
where we found women who had anend- 
ed their huſbands in the expedi 
They ſet before us the ſupper which 
they had provided, and I eat it rather to 
encourage my maids chan to comply 
with any appetite of my o- Ji. When 
the meat was taken away they ſpread 
the carpets for repoſe. I was weary, 
and hoped to find in ſleep that remiſſion 
of diſtreſs which nature ſeldom denics. 
Ordering myſelf therefore to be undreſt, 

1 obſerved * the women Jogked very 


pole, i» de me fo. —— 
When my upper veſt was taken off, 
they were apparently - ſtruck with 4 
ſplendour of my cloaths, and one of 
them timorouſiy laid her hand upon the 
embroidery. She then went out, an 


in A Hort! time, came back with anbehh 
: — 
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woman, who ſeemed to be of higher 
rank, and greater. authority. She did, 
at her entrance, the uſual act of reve- 
rence, and taking me by che hand, 
placed me in a ſmaller tent, ſpread with 
iner carpets, where I ſpent the night 
queer wir my many. 


in the morning, as 5 was see 
the graſs the chief of the troop. came 


towards me. I roſe} up to receive hic, 
and he bowed with great reſpect, . bs I- 
luſtrious lady, ſaid he, my fortune. 0 
better than I had preſumed to hope: 1 

am told by my women, that J have a 


happy ſtranger who intended ene 
have left this country, e ab 
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ever, or eee you are, returned 
rhe Arab, your dreſs, and that of your 
rvanta, ſhow your rank to be high, 
And your wealth to be great. Why 
ſhould yu, ho can ſo eaſily procure 
ur ranſom, think yourſelf in danger 
of perpetual captivity? The purpoſe = 
my incurſions is to Increaſe my riches, 
ur more properly to gather tribute. 
The ſons of Iſhmael are the natural and 
hereditary. lords of this part of the con- 
| en is uſurped by late inva- 
dere, and low - born tyrants, from whom 
we are com + ng to take by the ſword 
what to juſtice. The violence 
4 f war Ante no diſtinction; the lance 
-thas is lifred at guile and power, will 
a xg fall on 1 innocence and gen- 


ny" How + ile, ſaid I, aid 1 Iesped that 


E vendeur fallen upon me. 
Dc | e Misfortunes, 


V Misfortunes, anſwered the Arab, 
ſhould always be expected. If the eye 
of hoſtility could learn reverence or pity, 
excellence like yours had been exempt 
from injury. But the angels of afflic- 
tion ſpread their toils alike for the vir- 
tuous and the wicked, for the mighty 
and the mean. Do not be diſconſolate: 

1 am not one of the lawleſs and cruel 
rovers of the deſert; I know the ru les 
of civil life: I will fix your ranſom, 
give a paſſport to your meſſenger, and 
perform my ſtipulation worn nice af games 
— | eee | 5 | 

Tou will eaſily baiizle that T'was 

; peaked 'with' his eourteſy; and finding 
that his predominant paſſion was deſire | 

of money, I began now to think my 
danger leſs, for I knew that no ſum 
would be thought too great for the re- 
le. ſe of Pekuah. I told him that he 

e L. 6 ſhould 


- 


more if 1. —_— _— ere 
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ſhould have no reaſon n with 
inpratitude, if was uſed with Ki dneſs, 
and that any ranſom, whic! could be 
Expetted for à maid of common rank, 
would be paid, but chat he muſt not 
perfift to rate me 28 a prince 18. He 
faid, he would confider what he ſhoutd 
demand, and then TOUS, bowed and 
retired. 


4 


mW if s 4 


2 Soon after Fs women came 5 g vo 1 
"ne, each contending to be more e 
than the other, and my maids themſelves 


_ were ſerved with reverence. We travek 


led onward by ſhort journies. On. the 
fourth day the chief told me, that ]] 
ranſom muſt be two hundred ounces 
of gold, which I not only promiſed him, 

but told him, that I would add fifty 


«al 3144 70 2150 


* I never 
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fore. From that time I as che deader 
Kihe Wen. Ibs march of: erer 
was longer or. ſhorter as I co aded, 
and the tents were pitched. where 10 h 
20. reſt, We pow, had camels and, ather 
conveniences for travel, my on women 
were always at my ſide, and Lamuſed 
myſelf with obſerving the manners of 
the vagrant nations, and with viewing 
remains of ancient edifices with which 
theſe deſerted countries appear to have 
been, in ſome diſtant age, os Hah 
belliſhed. 20 
The chief of the band was a man 
far from illiterate: he was able to travel 
by the ſtars or the compaſs, and had 
marked in his erratick expeditions ſub 
places as are moſt worthy the notice of 
a paſſenger. He obſerved to me, that 
buildings are always beſt preſerved in 
1 places 


«Az 


acceſs: for, when once a country 
clines from its primitive ſplendour, the 
more inhabitants are left, the quicker 
ruin will be made. Walls ſupply ſtones 
more eafily than quarries, and 
and temples will be demoliſhed to make 
e of ee and cottages of por- 
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THE | ADVENTURES or PEKUAR con- 
. TINVED. = 


TE wandered ae? in uihis.o man- 
| ner for ſome weeks, whether, 
as our chief pretended, for my gratifi- 
cation, or as I rather ſuſpected, for 
ſome convenience of his own. I en- 
deavoured to appear contented where 
ſullenneſs and reſentment would have 

| been of no uſe, and that endeavour con- 
duced much to the calmneſs. of my 
mind; but my heart was always with 
Nekayah, and the troubles of the night 
much overbalanced the amuſements of 
the day. My women, who threw all 
their cares upon their miſtreſs, ſet their 
minds at eaſe from the time when they 
ſaw me treated with reſpect, and gave 
ho | themſelves 


\ * "= 29? 


232 * {at 8s EL A 8. 3 3 
themſelves up to the incidental allevia- 
tions of. our fatigue. without ſolicitude 

ſorrow. I was pleaſed with their 
plats and animated with their confi- 
dence. - My condition had loſt much 
bf its $2 Prem ſince I found that the 
Arab ranged the country merely to get 
riches. Avarice is an uniform and 
tractable vice: other intellectual .dif- 
Tempers are different in different conſti- 
tutions of mind; that which ſoothes the 
pride of one will offend the pride of 
another; but to the favour of the cove- 
tous there is a eee 
e nothing 4 is n 


« At laſt we came to the dwelling of 
our chief, a ſtrong and ſpacious houſe 
built with ſane i in an iſland of the Nite, 
which lies, as I was told, under che tro 
Pick. . Lady, laid the Arab, you Wal 


* 244 


55 nt "0 


46 Ks er ter your journey a few weeks in 
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this place, where you ate to: copſider 
yaurſclf as ſovereign. Mn 0ceupation | 
is war: I have therefore-choſen- : 
ſeure reſidence, from which. I can illus 
unexpected, and to which I can retire 
unperſued. Lou may now repoſe in ſe: 
curity t here are few pleaſures, dut here 
n no dangr. Ne then led me into 
the inner apartments, and ſeating me on 

the richeſt couch, bowed to the ground. 
His women who conſidered me a8 4 


rival; looked an me wüh malignity: FL 


un being ſoon informed that I was 4 
great lady detained only for my ranſom, 
they began to vie with 3 en | 
ſequiouſneſa and reverenoe. PIR 

"OP Being again Sainte r 
aſſurances of ſpeedy liberty, I was. for 
ſome days diverted from impatience hx 
the novelty of the place. The turrets 

3 theicountry: 40-4 great diſ- 

et dus. 


1 R ASS E LAS, 
1 nindings of the We; e 1 
. from one place to another as 
bu ef the ſun varied the ſplen- 
dour of the proſpect, and ſaw many 
things which I had never ſeen before. 
The erocodiles and river- horſes are 
common in this unpeopled region, and 
LJoften looked upon them with terrour, 
3 1 knew that they could not hurt 


e time I expected to ſte 
mermaids and {tricons, — * a Linkee 
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Ko At TER 3 Arab Ae a 
me to a tower ſet apart for celeſtial ob- 
ſervations, Aer ere be endeavoured to 

rſes of the 
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ſtars. I had no great inclination to this 
ſtudy, but an appearance of attention 
was neceſſary to pleaſe my inſtructor, 
who valued himſelf for his geil, ag 

in a little while, I found ſome employs: 
ment requiſite to beguile the tediouſneſs 
of time, which was t. IS be POR — 


N 


of 1 in the morning on Wg 
from Which 1 had turned away weary 
+ | the « evening : 1 therefore was at Fo 
willing to obſerye the ſtars rather than 
do-nothing, but could not always com- ö 
poſe my thoughts, and was very often 
hinking on Nekayah when others ima - 
gined me contem plating the ſky. , Soon 
_ akter t the Arab went upon another ex · 
| pedition, and: then my only pleaſure v was 
to talk with my maids, about the acci- 
2 _ . ich 


; we weck carried away. 
and 


ag + CEOOIIEY 


awake end- of ur captivity.” 


"By I 


"oe There w were women in your Arab's 
farts, faid the princeſs, why did you” 
mil e them your companions, enjoy. 
*converfation, and partake their di- 
sk In a place whert they found 
ulineſs or amuſement, why ſhould you 
alone fic corroded with idle melancholy ? 
=; or why. could. not you bear for. a few 
wonths that condition to N they. 
| were condemned for He? 


el 


2 The diverſions of the w womens, an-, 
; ſwered Pekuah, were only childiſh ple. 
by whichthe mindaccuſtomeg to ſtrong- 
er operations could. not be kept buſy. 1 
could do all which t ey delighted in 
doing by Powers merely ſenſitive, while 
my intellectual faculcies were flown'to- 
oy.” Y ———— to room 
from wire to wire in his 

cage. 


* 2 
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cage. They .danced for the fake of 
— as lambs friſk in a meadow. 
One ſometimes pretended to be hurt 
that the reſt might be alarmed, or 
hid herſelf that another might ſeek 
her. Part of their time paſle teh 
ing the progreſs of "light bodies chat 
Aoated on the river, and -part in mark- 
ing the various ala into which clouds 
broke in the ſæy. o 92169 970 
e ir bol 44s: 1 
work, in which I and my maids ſome· 
times helped them; but you know that 
the mind will caſily ſtraggle from the 
fingers, nor will you ſuſpect: that capti · 
vity and abſence from Nekayah could 
receive ſolace from ſilken flowers. 


2 Nor was, much ſatisfaction to be 
rd from. rheix arenen: Hor. of 


Tber bad ban nothing; for they * 
regret lived 


238 © TITTY 1 A 8. 


lived from early youth in that narrow 5 
1 pot: of what they had not ſeen they 
could have no knowledge ge, for they could 
not read. They had no ideas but of 


78 2% 71 


the few things that were within their 

view, and had hardly names for any 
thing but their cloaths and their food 
As! bore a ſuperiour character, I was 
often called to terminate their quarrels, 
which I decided as equitably as I could. 
177 it could have amuſed me to hear the 
mplaints of each againſt the reſt, 1 
might have been often detained by long 
ſtories, but ihe motives of their animo- 
ſity were ſo ſmall that I could not i. 


dig tes intercepting the tale. 
How, ſaid Raſſelas, can the b 
Whom you repreſented as a man of more 
than common ace pliſhments, take 
a pleaſure in his 2 when it is 
A 
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filled only with women like theſe; Are 
they exquiſitely beautiful Fe. of 
They do hot, laid e want 
chat unaffecting and ignoble beauty 
which may ſubſiſt without 1 ritelineſs or 
ſublimity, without « energy. 05 thought or 


4.4 
FS : 01. Düne 


dignity of virtue. But to a man like 
the Arab ſuch beauty was only a a flower 
caſually | plucked and careleſsly thrown 
away. Whatever pleaſures he might 
find among them, they were not thoſe 
of friendſhip or ſociety. When they 
were playing about him he looked on 
them with inattentive ſuperiority: when 
they vied for his regard he ſometimes 
| ae! away diſguſted. As they had 
5 no knowledge, their talk could take no- 
thing from the tediouſneſs of life: as 
they had no choice, their fondneſs, or 
appearance of fondneſs, excited i in him 
neither * nor gratitude he was not 
15 PT exalted 


* + 8 
418 


of a woman og Yank Wag, bf 
Was "muck: oblige, 'by that regatd, of 
whic ch ke could never know the fince: 


A rity, ty, and which he might often a erin 


Wer 6 yy 9 ry + | 
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to be exerted. not fo much to gen 


I; 25 ta EL fy} * 17 * 


as to ta pain a rival. 


9 1 7 * kc 7 


i. Bare, and they received, * love, Was 
daz a cargleſs dictribution of ſupeffu- 


n 


1 Aut 8 7 i Wefity- 


*be willing, in 411 intellectual fami ini, to 
"ole re | n Peküabꝰs con 


- af 9; Spe may W" fo * 4 22213990; 
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am inclined to believe, anſwered - 
Pekuah, that he was for ſome time in 
ſuſpenſe ; for, notwithſtanding | his pro- 
miſe, whenever I propoſed | to diſpatch 
a meſſenger to Cairo, he found ſome 
excuſe for delay. While I was detain- 
ed in his houſe Vo, made many incur- 
ſions into the neighbouring countries, 
and, perhaps, he would have refuſet 
to diſcharge me, had his plunder been 
equal to his wiſnes. He returned al- 
ways courteous, related his adventures, 
delighted to hear my obſervations, and 
endeavoured to advance my acquaint- 
tance with the ſtars. When Limportuned 
him to ſend away my letters, he ſoothed 
me with profeſſions of honour and ſin- 
cerity; ang chen I could be no longer 
decently denied, put his troop again in 
motion, and left me to govern in his 


abſence.) I was much afflicted by this 
M ſtudied 


* . "KF bo - 7 * 


0 Emes afraid ;char 1 Wend 75 forgot 
tens that you would leave Cairo, and 
| W * 0 © nega of the 
- „ [;prow adult opetes and dcjeted, 
and cared ſo litele to vnterrain him, that 
be fer a while more frequentiy ated. 
1 with ee That 2 fall 


Have beer quali ar 00d Ives no 
"tip. eee was not eser ; for, 
as 1 recovered ſome degree of cheerful- 
neſs, he returned to me, and I could 
not bear. o —__ * * un- 
2 e n Rill dcteyed Ke el my ran- 


ſom, and would, perhaps, never have 
© detefmined, had not your agent found 


L „* which he 
FO 8 Po, £ would 


78) | Nekayah, 


would not fetch, he could: not reject 
when it was: 


— 


Pre} pare for our journey hither, like a 


A. 


man delivered from the pain of an in- 
teſtine conflict. I took leave of my 
 companians in the houſe, who diſmiſſed 


* 4 * * 
= * 4 * *＋ — 
* [3 
> w# aw 
14 |. . 


having heard 1 her favon- 
kites relation, roſe and embraced her, 
"andR aſſelas gave her: an hundred | ountes | 


"i * 
7 


2 


"Arab for the fifty that k were promiſed. 
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THE. HISTORY or A MAN. or LEARNING. 


II 


[EY returned to Cairo, and v mere 
1 fowell pleaſed at finding them- 
— together, that. none of them went 


. muck abroad. The prince. began to 
loye learning, and one day declared to 


; © EOS 


1 mlac, that he intended to devote, him: 


þ If to ſcience, an e reſt of his 
Tot y literary 25 4 5 


„ ĩ [Ä 79 f- 1 442186 721, YE. 

Before you maks your final choice; 
anſwered Imlac, you ought to examine 
its hazards, nc antticls: * -of | 
thoſe who are grown old in the company 
of themſelyes. I have juſt left the ob · 
ſervatory of one of the moſt learned 
| aſtronomers in the world, who has ſpent 
forty years in unwearied attention to the 
- Wel ! „ motions 
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motions and appearances of the celeſtial 
bodies, and has drawn out his ſoul in 
endleſs calculations. He admits a few 
friends once a month to hear his deduc- 
tions and enjoy his diſcoveries. 1 was 
introduced as a man of knowledge wor- 
thy of his notice. Men of various ideas 
and fluent converſation are commonly 
welcome to thoſe whoſe thoughts have 
been long fixed upon a ſingle point, 
and who find the images of other things 
ſtealing away. I delighted him with 
my remarks, he ſmiled at the narrative 
of my travels, and was glad to forget 
the conſtellations, and deſcend for a mo- 
ment into the lower world. * 
On the next day of vacation I re- 
newed my viſit, and was ſo fortunate as 
to pleaſe him again. He relaxed from 
that time the ſeverity of his rule, and 
permitted me to enter at my own choice. 
n 5 I found 


I fourid: nnn. and ho, | 
glad tn be: relieved. As cach knew. 
much which the-other- was deſirous of 
learning, we exchanged our notions 
with great delight. I perceived that I 
had every day more of his confidence, 
and ahrays found new cauſe of admira- 
tion in the profundity of his wind. | 
_ His camprehenſion is vaſt, his memory 
capacjous and retentiye, his diſcourſe is is 
methodical, and his ex preſſion clear. 


. His i integrity and benevolence are 


equal to his learning. His deepelt 1 re- 
fearches and moſt favourite ſtudies are 
willingly interrupted for any opportunt- 
ty of doing good by his counſel or his 
riches. To his cloſeſt retreat, at his 
moſt buſy moments, all are admitted 

that want his aſſiſtance: For though 
1 exclude idleneſs and pleaſure, F will 
never, ſays he, bar _ doors againſt 


HERA 7 charity. 


"> 
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charity. Fo man is permitted the con- 
templation of the ſkies, but the begin 


of virtue i is commanded. 2 


411 l 


Ne. N faid. che princeſs a man 

4 «1 viſited bis, aid Bulae; wieh more 
and more frequency, and was every: time 
more enamoured of his converſation: 
he was ſublime without havghtinels, 
courteous without formality, ahd com- 
municative Without oſtentation. Twas 
at firſt, great princeſs, of your opinion, 
thou : ht 1 him the happieſt of mankind, 


ARDS G0 s 77 
0 En congratpl late him © on the bleſ- 


{231 14189 3 


hat be enjoyed... He ſeemed. to 
hear nothing with indifference but the 


praiſes « of his condition, to which he al- 
Ways returned a general anſwer, and 
Keen * converſation. to ſome other 

TDI, ab em mt r 
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+ Amidſt. abs. . to hs 
pleaſed, . and. labour to pleaſe, I had 
quickly reaſon to imagine that ſome 
painful ſentiment preſſed upon his mind. 
He often looked up earneſtiy towards 
the ſun, and let his voice fall in the 
nidſt of his diſcourſe. He would ſome- 
times when we were alone, gaze upon 
me in ſilence with the air of a man ho 
longed to ſpeak what he was yet res 
ſolved to ſuppreſs: | He would o 
ſend for me with vehement injunctio 
of haſte, though, when I came to him, 
he had nothing extraordinary to ſay. 
And ſometimes, when 1 was leaving 
him, would call me back, pauſe a few 
moments, and then diſmiſs me. | 9 15 | 
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TRR ASTRONOMER;/ acai Ws 
CAUSE, OF. 118 . 


LT laſt the t time came heb & 
| cret burſt his reſerve. We were 
| fitting together laſt night in the turret 
of his houſe, watching the emerſion of 
a ſatellite of Jupiter. A ſudden tempeſt 
1 the ſky, and diſappointed our 
obſervation. We fat a while ſilent in 
the dark, and then he addreſſed him- 
f ſelf to me in theſe words; 60 Imlac, 1 
have long conſidered thy friendſhip. as 
the greateſt bleſſing of my life. Inte- 

grity without knowledge is weak and 
| uſeleſs, and knowledge without integrity 


is dangerous and dreadful. - I have 


found in thee all the qualities requiſite 
for truſt, benevolence, experience, and 
Mz fortitude. 


AURA SSED AS; 1; 


fortitude, I have long diſcharged an 
office which I muſt ſoon quit at the call 
of nature, and ſhall rejoice in the hour 
ab eng n to n. It 


41 thought myſelf l by this 
teſtimony, and proteſted that whatever 
eauld conduce to his Ne would 
Z 522 Rkewiſe to mine.” 


\« Hear Imlac, what thy; wilt. n not 
without difficulty credit. I have poſ- 
| Teſſed for five years the regulation of 
weather, and the diſtribution of the ſea. 
ſons : the ſun has liſtened to my dic- 
tares, and paſſed from tropick to tropick 
by my direction; the clouds, at my 
call, have poured their waters, and the 
Nile has over ſowed at my command; 
I have reſtrained the rage of the dog- 
tar, and 1 the fervours of the 


|; mental 


mental powers, have hitherto refu ſed 


my authority, and multitudes have pe- 


riſhed by equinoctial tempeſts, which I 
found myſelf unable to prohihit or re- 
ſtrain. I have adminiſtered this great 


office with exact juſtice, and made to | 


the different nations of the earth an im- 


partial dividend of rain and ſunſhine. - 


What muſt have been the miſery of half 


the globe, if I had limited the clouds to 
particular regions, or corifined the ſun 
to either fide of the equator ?®2 --- 
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ee ebe 4 > 2466 n Nat! 
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THE n ovinon or THE ASTRONOMER 16 
eee AND" | dated * 


; A . SFK 


1 75 diſcove 1 in me, 


through the obſcurity of the room, 
fowe Ars, of amazement and an- a 
Guss- 473 ieee 
* Nico be eafily credited will nei- 
ther ſurpriſe nor offend me; for 1 am, | 
probably, the firſt of human beings to | 
whom this truſt has been imparted.. 
Nor do I know whether to deem this 
diſtinction a reward or puniſhment; 
fince T have poſſeſſed it I have been far 


„ 5 +234 20 


leſs happy than before, and nothing but 


Art 


1 theconſciouſneſs of good intention could 
. have enabled me to ſupport the weari- 
neſs of unremitted vigilance,” 


Dult! 103 E E: 9 Anil 
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46 How long, Sir, ſaid I, .has this | 
great office been in your hands 3 
117 About ten years ago, ſaid he, my 
d obſeryations of the changes of the 
{ky led me to conſider, whether, if I 
had the power of the ſeaſons, I could 
confer greater plenty upon the inhabi- 
tants of the earth. This contemplation N 
faſtened on my mind, and I fat days and 
nights in imaginary dominion, pouring 
upon this country and that the ſhowers 
of fertility, and feconding every fall of 
rain with a due proportion of ſunſnine- 
1 had yet only the will to do good, and. 
did not imagine that I ſhould recline 
[the Power. ne 

One day as I was 8 on a 
eld, withering with heat, I felt in my. 
mind a ſudden wiſh that I could end, 
rain on the ſouthern | mountains, and 
raiſe the Nile t to an inundation. : In the 
ny of my imaginatio jon I c command- 


—_ - 


ee 
* E : A 8, F; : 


ed rain to fall, and by comparing the 
time of my command, with that of the 
inandation, F found that the clouds had 
1 ec to my lips. Wc 11890 lind 
Fn « Might not ſome other cauſe, fait L 
produce this concurrence?” the Nite 


does not always riſe on the fame day.” 


a 5 5 Do not believe, fad, be w th im- 
ience, that ſuch. object 
cape me: I reaſoned long againkt. my 
own conviction, and laboured againſt 
truth with the utmoſt. obſtinacy. 24 
ſor etimes fuſpected myſelf of madneſß, 
and ſhould not have dared to impart this 
ſecret but to a man like you, capable 
of diſtinguiſhing the wonderful from 
the impoſſible, me this e (am 
- the fal? Kt 
% Why, Sir, aid 1, a0 you call tie 
incredible, which | you Know, or think | 


You know, to be true ah 


1 Betsüte, 
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_ « Becauſe, ſaid he, I cannot prove it 
by any external evidence; and I know 
tao well the laws of demonſtration to 
think that my conviction ought to in- 
fluence another, who cannot, like me, 
be conſcious of its force. I, therefore, 
ſhall not attempt to'gain credit by dif- 
putation. It is ſufficient that feel this 
power, that I have long poſſeſſed, and 
every day exerted it. But the life of 
man is ſhort, the infirmities of age in- 
creaſe upon me, and the time will ſoon | 
come when the regulator of the year 
muſt mingle with the duſt. The care 
of appointing a ſucceſſor has long 
diſturbed me; the night and the day 
| have been ſpent in compariſons of all 
the characters which have come to my 
knowledge, and 1 have yet found none 
10 ac as 8 5 
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. 8 EAR therefore, what I thall i im- 
1 part with attention, ſuch as the 
welfare « of a world requires. If the taſk 
of aking be conſidered as difficult, who 
has the care only of a few millions, to 
whom he cannotdo much good or harm, 
what muſt be the anxiety of him, on 
whom depends the action of the ele- 
ments, and the great gifts of light and 
bo gg me therefore with attention. 


| 41 have diligently conſidered the po- 
ſition of the earth and ſun, and formed 
innumerable ſchemes in which I changed 
[= bs gs. eee turned 
times ie the abpüdk "of * 
but I have found it — to make 

tw N 2 diſ- 
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a diſpoſition by which the world may be 
| advantaged what one region gains, an- 
other loſes by an imaginable alteration, | 

even without . conſidering the diſtant 
parts of the ſolar ſyſtem, with which W 
are unacquainted, | Do not therefore, 
in thy adrminiſtration of the year, in- 
dulge thy pride by 1 innovation ; do not 
pleaſe thyſelf with thinking that thou 
canſt make thyſelf HEINE: to all fa- 
ture ages; wy diſorderir ng the ſeaſons. 
The memory of miſchief is no deſirable 
_ Dauch leſs will it become thee 
indneſs or intereſt prevail. 
| Neves Fab cher countries of rain to 
Pour it on thine own. For us che Nile 
is ſufficient,” 85 0 1 1 25 THAT! 3 hy 


ts I promiſed that A 1 poſſeſſed the: 
power, would uſe it with inflexible in- 
tegrity, and he diſmiſ = ; me preſling- 
my hand. we. „ Mðy heart, ſaid he, will 
be no at reſt, and my benevolence: 


9 * 3 ; will 


25 WP K 8 8 * n porn 
Vn no möre deſtroy my quiet; 1 have 
found a man of wiſdom and virtue, to 
whom F can cheerfully als the 
inherirance'of che fun." 1.4 , 3 3v 3 


= very Jerious ae but the ner 
Wiled, and Pekuah convulſed herſelf 
with laughter, Gr Ladies, 'faid Imlac, 


to mock the bespielt of human afflic= 


01 I 
tions is. 1 Charitable nor wiſe. 


ke © W can attal n this man's knowledge, 
and. few $7.5 his virtues; but all 


$4 


may ſuffer his calamity. Of the uncer- 
taingies of our preſent, Kates, the woſt 
dreadful and alarming 1 $ ty WRT 


continuance of reaſon.” eee F 
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5 THE | DANGEROUS: PREVALENCE or 3543 


\ISORDERS of intellect, an- 
ſwered Imlac, happen much 
more often than ſuperficial obſervers will 
eaſily | befieve. Perhaps, if we ſpeak” 
with rigorous exactneſs, nohuman mind 
is in its right ſtate. There is no man 
whoſe imagination does not ſometimes 
predominate over his reaſon, who can 
regulate his attention wholly by his 
will, and whoſe ideas wilt come and go 
at his command. No man will be found 
in whoſe mind airy notions do not ſome- 
times tyrannize, and force him to hope | 
or fear beyond the limits of ſober/pro« = 
bability. All power of fancy over rea- 
ſon is a degree of infanity :; but while 
alu 14 0 "OTE, 
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this power is ſuch as we can control 
and repreſs, it is not viſible to others, 
nor conſidered as any depravation of 
the mental faculties: it is not pro- 
nounced madneſs but when it comes 
ungovernable, N h 
ſpeech or actio. 15 


1. To indulge che pawer, of 6&ion, 
and ſendi imagination out upon the wing, 


is often the ſport of thoſe who delight 
too much in ſilent ſpeculation. When 
we are alone we are not always buſy 5 
the labour of excogitation is too violent 
to laſt long; the ardour of inquiry will 
ſometimes give way to idleneſs or ſatiety. 
He Who has nothing external that can 
divert him, muſt find pleaſure in his 
, own thoughts, and muſt; conceive him-- 
ſelf what he is not; for who/is pleaſed 
with what he is? He then expatiates 
in'boundle futurity, and culls from all 
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imaginable conditions that which for 
the preſent moment he ſhouſd moſt de- 
ſire, amuſes his defires witk it po ble 
enjoyments, and confers upon His pride 
unattainable dominĩon. The mind da- 
ces from ſcene to ſcene, unites all plea- 
ſures in all ctmbinatibnacatuletole-tiy) 
delights which nature and fortune, with 
all their bounty, cannot beſtow . aries 


In time ſome particular train of 


ideas fixes the attention, all other intel. 


lectual gratifications are rejected, the 
mind, in wearineſs or leiſure, recurs con- 


ſtantly to the favourite conception, and 
feaſts on the luſcious falſehood whenever 


truth. By degrees the reign of fancy i is 
confirmed; ſne grows firſt imperious, 


and in time deſpotick. Then fiftions. 
begin to operate as realities, falſe opi- ng 
nions faſten upon the mind, and life | 


| Fay” dreams OE or of anguiſh, 
nit e * This, 


if 5 
21. 
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ſhe is offended with the bitterneſs, of a 
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1 « This, Sir, i is one of the dangers of 
> ie, which the hermit has confeſſed 
not always to promote goodneks, and the 
aſtronomer's miſery has proved to be 
2 ot always Propitious to wiſdom,” | 
. nn no more, faid 2 
31 3 ben the ture, ch the 
Jana 2 to my own diſpoſal, in 
eee e 0756. 
: esel. and granted 4 petitions of 
= the poor ʒ 1 have built new palaces in 
more happy fituations, planted groves 
upon the tops of mountains, and have 
exulted in the beneficence of royalty, 


fill, when the princeſs entered, 1 had al- 
f moſt forgotten to bow down before her.” 


2 4 And I, aid the princels, will not 
iow myſelf any more to play the ſhep- 


denen in my waking dreams. I have 
often 
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often i ſoqthed myth oughts 3 with the quiet 
and innocence of paſtoral employments, 


till 1 have in my chamber heard the 
1 whiſtle, and the ſheep bleat: ſome- 


times freed the lamb entangled in the 
thicket, and ſometimes with my crook 
encountered the wolf. I have a dre 
He chat of 'the villige made, which 1 
put on to Help my imagination, and a 
pipe on which play ſoftly; and Luppoke 
bog ae followed by my flocks.” 


9 STEIN I 3017.2 41 1245 5 bl 


A 5 « di will confeſs, ſaid the prince, an 
_ indulgence of fantaſtick delight more 
dangerous than yours. I have frequently 
endeavoured to image-the poſſibility of 

a perfect government, by which all 


19045 ſhould be reſtrained, all vice re- 
formed, and all the ſubjects preſerved in 


tranquillity and innocence. This thought 
7 produced innumerable ſchemes of refor- 


1 ination, and diftated Nn uſeful regu- 
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E evening was f now far pan. 


v walked along the bank of the 

Nile, delighted with the beams of the 
n quivering on che water, they Jaw 

at 2 ſmall diſtance an old man, whom 
the prince had often heard in the aſſem· 
bly of the ſages. « Yonder, bad be, is 
one whoſeyears havecalmed his paſſic 


ons, 
bur not clouded his reaſon: let us cloſe 
the difquiſicions of the night, by inquit- 
ing what are his ſentiments af his own 
fare, that we may know whether youth 
alone is to firuggle with vexation, and 


hope eee i for the 


5 Pe 248 25 Int 
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ths. # They invited him 1 125 
_— and' ener dd while as acquaint- 
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115 40 was pen to fi 


or diſregarded, accompanied 
Werde wer bent and, at the: Fg 


en d 
W eh ſeat of honour, : 


wine And 12 before h tim. 
eitrige nn id che x2» 19 ee rt 25 FE 75 Fr 
walk, —5 15 50. 2 Wan if learving, 
Ae WI pleaſures which: c and 
güth can  hardl V COnCeive., You know 

5 Wh qua lities and the cauſes of all that 
"Fe ou behold, 9425 by which the tier 


qo Vita ab 4 995 Every thing 
fopp ly. yo with N tem % ation, 
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ene . ah Bi 
bbeain eaſe. To me the world has loſt 


made 1 once diſputed 
nn | overflow: of the Nile 
with a friend Who is now] ſilent i in the 
Save.” 1 cat my eyes 'Upwards, fit 
the m on the changing moon, n, and tl 15 
with! pain on the vicillitudes' '&f life. 155 


lie ceaſed to take much delight i in In 


Job x. 1414 . Us * wh 4 * *% 7 1 we 3 


tical truth; for what pore 1.to do with 
ich 18 n to leave?” 


I Nou mayt at leaſt r recreate yourſelf, 
"kai leolacy with thegecolleion"of an 
Wi * 2 Hhondurable 
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hondurabie and uſeful life, en 
che 12 which all a agree e rp give you! 
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lauſe, becauſe it is £ :onlidered ag che 
egrngſt of ſome, future 800d, ang; bes! 
er bse lite is fancxtended:. 
re we, there. is licle to be france. 
13 the malevolence of men, and yer 
d from their affection or 

1 yet take 


— 2 10: 84115 $333 . 1 9 


ne 9 em lo ment 
20 5 2 mp! Y 


3. 


£605 
PRINCE or ABISSINIA. 269 


— * 
T5 <1 Ide JEFF) Ot 5 


em ployment would be pain. My rer 
e life recalls. to my view m 


mn 


many great beben, unatrergted, and 


erefor 2 eo tek Bi 
quitting "endeavour to abſtrat my. 
thoughts": from hopes and cares, Zhich 
n knows them | to be vain, 11 
Al rey to keep thei old polieition" U 
ez expect, with ſerene Rümility, 
that bur which nature cannot long 
delay i and hope to poſſeſs: ina better 
fp chat happineſs which here 1 could 

nc Aud thät virtue Which here I 
hate norattined, x i155 FHS .IN992 113 


28 1189 "ay, leaving h r 
: Sn his, 
4 red with the hope 
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oe”: wit remarking har it y 


evening could be 1 D gt. 
2 2 £ | 4 4 4 TEA, 2 n I $25 1 | 
a The princeſs ſuſpested that a 


3 1.5 5 quei rulous and malignant, and del Shted 
| ; "7 B. 

6 "Ws presst the expectations of thoſe Who 

"I newly entered the world. "She had 

9 "eh the poſſeſſors of eſtates l6ok with 

_ "envy on their heirs, and known Hany 


"to en 545 pleafure no longer than 
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8 .conjeftured, th at. t © "ma 
eas older than he appeared, and was 
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our own conduian. the condition: of 
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1 il 18 la ans 42 is 170 Saen 
18  epreſid, ſmiled at the comforts which 
y could” rn, eee. to > them. 


A ee e eh be n . 08. 
_ mingled proſperity,” and equally fertile 
Nah conſolatory expedients, He forhore 
to force upon them unwelcome know- 
edge, which time itſelf would too ſoon 
_ impreſs. The princeſs and her lady re- 
iredz the madneſs of the aſtronomer 
e upon their minds, and they deſired 


Imlac to enter upon his office, and delay 
bert morning the rifing of the fun, | 
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nomer, thought his — — nor 
amiable and fo ſtrange, that they could 
not be ſatisfied without a nearer kn 


” 


ad Imlac Was requeſted to find 


bringing them together. 

Io o - was ſome wliatdiffcult; the pkt. 
tofopher had | never received” any vilits 
en women, though he lived in à kit) 

that had in it many Europeans who fol- 
lowed the manners of their own coun: 
tries, and many from other parts of 
world that lived there with European li- 
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and ſeveral ſchemes. 1 for 
. oy accompliſhment of their deſign. It 

was propoſed introduce them as 
rangers in diſtreſs, to whom, the lage = 
was always accellible 3 > but, after ſome 
deliberation, it appeared, that by thisartt- 
ce, no acquaintance could be fornjed 
for their converſation would be Ort, 
Him often. „ This, ſaid Rafſelas is 
true; but 1 haye yet a ſtronger objec- 
tion U the miſkepodſentarigg! of | 
vou r tate. 'Thavealways e alidered ĩt 
2s treaſon axial the great republiek of 

human nature, to make any man's, vir- 
bt * ms. of deceiving, him, whe- 
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Who, conſcious of great abilities, dif- 
u ben that HG been en tricked by un- 
derſtandings menner than his bwn, ant, 
Perhaps, , the diſtruſt, which he c. 
de yer afterwarde wholly lay aſide, may 
top is 456 oF unſel, 3 


2 81 
ma kind, er Ho pane to 
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. e wi was 2 attempt oh aha 
4a oY began t to hope thas their curioft f 

would ſubſide ; 1 but, next day, Pekuah 
told him, ſhe had now found an honeſt 
"'prerencs for à viſit to the aftronor 
for ſhe would ſolicit perimiſſo n co e 


"tinge nero — ſtubs Ll 
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| -ſaid Imlac, that he will be ſoon weary of 
your company: men advanced far in 
knowledge do not love to repeat the 
elements of their art, and I am not cer- 
tain that even of the elements, as. he 
vill deliver them connected with inte- | 
| ences, and mingled, with. _refle&ions, 
| N are a very capable auditreſs.” 
Fo „ That, ſaid Pekuah, muſt b my care : 
I aſk of you only to fake. me, hither. 
. My, knowledge i is, perhaps, more than 
ay u imagine it, and by concurring al- 
Ways with his opinions, If ſhall make him 


# TY 


"think i it greater than | it * 75 K 


1 i * * I ra * 


1 he. aſtronomer, i in purſuance. of this 
2 was told, that a foreign lady, 
travelling i in ſearch of knowledge, had 
heard of his reputation, and was deſirons 
to become his ſcholar, The UNCOmmon- 
neſs of the APY: raiſed at. Wi his 
6 N E 


N 


* | 28 


wit her, be odd not « ty nba i A 


Phe ladies 50 cha m gabe mag 
Wang and 1 were attended by Imlac't to 


pen hed . Grſt civilities de was 


rimorous and baſhful; but when the 
tal beetine regular, he recolleQed his 
and juſtified the character which” 


Ile had given. Inquiring of Pelebalr 
what could have turned her inclitiation” 


y, he received from her 


. -pyra- 


mid, and of the time paſſed in tf 
— e tale with. 


e ln bear” The dif 
eceurſe was then 2 to aſtrenomy: 


| 229291 . Pekuah 
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— her as a prodigy of genius, : 
and entreated her not to deſiſt from a 
_ ftudy. cn 8: _ 4 nen *. 
gun. 


l came * uo akin were 

every time more welcome than before. 
The ſage endeavoured to amuſe them, 

that they might prolong their viſits, for 
he found his thoughts grow brighter in 
their ;ompany ; the clouds of ſolicitude 
vaniſhed by: degrees, as he forced him 


ſelf to entertain them, and he grieved | 
when he was left at their departure to 


eee We 


>The princely and her favoumte 1 
now 1 n 


which hey conldhulges her- 801 
rinyed, ur not, in che opinios of ! his? 


HA 


preter · 


what the knew: be 
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rete 1 ral comer iſſion. n 
ne to bring him to an open de- 
claration, but he eaſily eluded all their 
attacks, and on which ſide ſoever they 

preſſed him, ee nd them to ** 
Saber RS” 016 Sed a7 7 
As e Facnili iarity, increaſed Sid in- 
5185 often to the houſe of Imlac, 
where they diſtinguiſhed him by extra- 
- ordinary reſpect. He began gradually 
.to delight in ſublunary pleaſures. He 
came early and departed late; labour- 
ed to recommend himſelf by aſſiduity 
and compliance; excited their curioſity 
after new arts, that they might ſtill 
want his aſſiſtance; and when they made 
-any;excurſion: of pleaſure. or inquiry, 
Sentreat. d to attend them. jhignofs H f 

DV long experience of his integrity 

and wiſdom, the prince and his ſiſter 
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with out danger and leſt he ſhould 
draw an Sing hopes from the civilifies | 
Which e receiv ved, diſcovered to "him 
A din, with the "motives" of 
their) journey, and required his opinion 


3 2 Ar 78 


on the choice of life. 1 8b. 


. of the vatious conditions which the 
world ſpreads before you, which you 
ſhall prefer, ſaid the ſage, I am not able 
to inſtruct you. 1 can only t tell that 1 
have choſen wrong. I have paſſed my 
kite in {tudy v without experience; in the 
1 trainment of ſciences which can, for the 
moſt part, be but remotely uſeful to 
| mankind. I have purchaſed knowledge 
at the expence of all the common com- 
forts of life's I have miſſed the endear- 
ing . of female — and 
derneſs. 8 1. * have obtained any pre 


N X A 88 EUA 8. +8 5 
1 nie. with fear, 2 
and {crupulolity ; but even of theſe 1 


eren wharever bats LY 1 har bY e. 
ſince my thoughts ha diverſified 


gun to — the te - When , 
have been for a few 1 oY loſt in ple ſing 
diffipation, I am always tempel 
think that my Inqu nries have ended 
errour, and that I have Hffered ad 


| 12 AN e 3 
and ſuffered 1 it in vain.” Haut tet 
of £ 1 2 ien Jo 1 

lig 


„ Imlac was d to - 
the ſage's 8 ee Was — 42d 
through i its miſts, and reſolved to detain 
him from the Planets till he ſhould 120 
La his taſk of ruling, them, Franks rea 18 
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| activity of Raſſelts dict hot leave much 
time unengaged. Something was al. 
ways to be done; the day was ſpent in 
making obſervations which furniſhed 
talk for the evening, and the evening 
was Cloſed with a ſcheme for the” ors 


. * 2 573 + „ r © #X. _ 
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5 The lage econfeſſed tolmlac, that fines 


@ {© 


he had. : mingled in the gay tumults of 
life, and dwided his hours by a ſuccel- 
fion of amuſements, he found the con- 
Vierion of his authority over the Mies 
1 fade gradually from his mind, Ind be⸗ 


* 


0060 


never could} prove to others, bf which 
Be now found ſubjedt to variation from 
cauſes in which Teaſon had n no pa rt. ; 
If 1 am accidentally left alone r a a 
fer Fork WERE, wr e _ 
1 


entangled: by the prince's eniverſiaieh, 
and Inſtancaneouſly releaſed at the en- 
trance of Pekuah. I. am Hike a man 
babitusliy afraid of ſpectres, who is ſet 
at eaſe by 2 lamp, and wonders at the 
dread Which haraſſed him in the. Ark, 
Vet, if his lamp be extinguiſhed, feels 

"again t the terrours which he knows that 
When it is light he ſhall feel no more. 
But 1 am ſometimes afraid leſt T indulge 


_ my. quiet by criminal negligence, and 


” forget the great charge v vith | 
Which 1 am intruſted. If I favour my- 


af in a known errour, or am deter- 

mined by my own eaſe in a. doubtful 
queſtion of this or howidread- 
1 crime!“ . ado 3g 


« No diſeaſe of Ae an- 
ht Imlac, i is ſo difficult of cure, as 
© tha which is complicated with the dread 
"Ab: | of 
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; 3 5 7 that rhe, un We 
one are, not difinguiſhed;from, the; die⸗ 
dates of the other. | If fancy preſen 

images not moral o or regions, the r mind 
 frives. them aW when , they give, it 

Pain, but l hen . melangh holick potions 

take the form of. duty, they lay. hold 
on the faculties without 6ppolition, be- 


. cauſe. we. are afraid to exclude or ba- 


; niſn them. For this reaſon the ſuper- 
ſtitious are often melancholy, and the 


en almoſt always ſuperſtitious. 4 


e But do not let the ſuggeſtions 1 
Fr il your better reaſon : 
the danger of neglect can be but as the 


probability of the obligation, which 
_ when you conſider it with freedom, you 


find 1 Ty and that little growing 


| e ee 


t : : fancy and iſto hems | 
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| 
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influence of the light, which, from time 
me N upon you: when ſcru- 

impor de you, which you in your 
tucid- nt know' to be vain do 
not ſtand to parley, but fly to buſineſs 
or to Fekuah, and keep this t thou zht 
always' prevalent, that you y are l 6 ne 


FEE, FIRE 


atom of the mals of humani 173 ang. na i ve. 
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neither fuck virtue nor vice, as. that 
you ſhould be ſingled out for Luperna: 


tural fayours or afflidtions.” a1: in 
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RA this, fd. * aſtronomer, 1 


. uncontrolable and overwhelining 


that it durſt not confide in its own. decks... 
fions. I nowſee how fatally I betrayed 


my quiet, by ſuffering chimeras to prey 
vpon me in ſecret; but melancholy 


certain of relief. I rejoice to find my 
own ſentiments confirmed by yours, 


* : gf 2 2 ** I 7 ; I 
5 11 $3. A 2-45 
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1 have often thought, but my rea- 
fon has been fo. long ſubjugated by an 


fhrinks from communication, and I never 
found a man before, to whom I could 
impart my troubles, though I had been 


wha. are not eaſily deceived, and can 


have no wotire Or. purpoſe 80 Jenrive. 
| 1 8 ] hope 


— 
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1 hope chat time and variety will dif- 
pate the gloom that has ſo long ſur- 
' rounded me, and the latter part of my 
| ain be ſpent in Peace d N An 
Tour learning and virtue, ſaid Im- 
en juſtly give you hopes.“ 
[> Raſfſelas then entered with the princefs 
and Pekuah, and inquired whetherithey 
had contrived any new diverſion for the 
next day. ny ſaid Nelkayuh; is 
the Rate of life, that none ate happy 
but by the anticipation of change: the 
change itſelf is nothing; when we have 
mache it, the next wiſh is to change 
again. The world is not yet exhauſted; 
let me ſee ſometbing t mee which 
I never ſaw before.? en de 
. Variety, ſaid Nai, i A esef. 
fary to content, that even the happy val- 
leydiſguſted me by che recurre & of its 


laxuries yet 1 could Mee 
e 
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reproach myſelf with im patience, when 
Tfawthe monks of St. Anthony ſupport, 

without complaint, a life, not of uni- 
form delight, but uniform hardſhip.” 


. Thoſe men, anſwered Imlac, are 
les wretched i in their ſilent convent than 
the Abiſſinian princes in their priſon of 
Pleaſure. Whatever is done by the 
monks is incited by an adequate and 
reaſonable motive. Their labour ſup- 
plies them with neceſſaries ; 5308 therefore 
cannot be omitted, and is certainly re- 
warded. Their devotion prepares them 
for another ſtate, and reminds them of 
its approach, while it fits them for it. 


Their time is regularly diſtributed; 
one duty ſucceeds another, ſo that they 


are not left open to the diſtraction of | 
unguided choice, nor. loſt. ; in the ſhades 
of of liſtleſs inactivity. There is a certain 


W by performed at an appropriated 
g2o6019: hour 


. r % 


hours 8 ain 8 are at be · 
cauſe they conſider them as acts of piety, 
by which they are always advancing 
towards endleſs felicity,” ” 
Do you think, ſaid Nekayah, that 
the monaftick rule is a more holy and 
fs imperfect ſtate than any other? 
May not he equally hope for future hap- 
pineſs who converſes openly with man- 
kind, who ſuccours the diſtreſſed by his 
charity, inſtructs the ignorant by his 
Learning, and contributes by his — 
to the general fyſtem of life; 
thoveh he ſhould omit ſome of the ay 
tions which are practiſed in the 
<loifter, and allow himſelf ſuch harm- 
dess delight as his condition way place 
. 8 
This, ſaid Imlac, is aqueſtion which 
; Has long divided che wiſe; and perplexec : 
the good. 1 am afraid to decide 
er Part. He chat lives welt in 


— 
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the 
world 
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in a | monaſtery. But, pense e 8 | 

one is not able to ſtem che temptations of 

publick | life; and if he cannot conquer, | i 
he may properly retreat. Some have „ 


little power to do good, and have like- 
wiſe little ſtrength, ro reſiſt evil. Many 
are weary of their conflicts with adver- E | 
ſity, andare willingt to ejectt thoſe Paſſions 
which have long buſied them i in vain, 
And many are diſmiſſed. by age and 
diſeaſes from the more laborious duties 
of ſociety. In monaſteries the weak 
and timorous may be happily ſheltered, 
the weary may repoſe, and the penitent 
may meditate. Thoſe retrets of prayer 
and contemplation have ſomething ſo 
congenial to the mind of man, that, per- 
haps, there is ſcarcely one chat does not 


Purpoſe to (nA his life in pious abſtrac- 
EE & * * Sk "You 


Ann aA 
h a few aſſociates comer a8 
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« N aid Pekuah, 1 1 180 
my with, and 1 have heard the princeſs 


1 declare, that ſhe ſ ſhould not W 


in a croud. 15 


The liberty of FAS hal 3 
fures, proceeded Imlac, will not be dif- 
puted; but it is ſtill to be examined 
what pleaſures are harmleſs. The evil 
of any pleaſure that Nekayah can image 
is not in the act itſelf, but in its conſe- 


quences. Pleaſure, in itſelf harmleſs, 


may become miſchievous, , by endeari ng 
to us a ſtate which we Kno o be 
tranſient and probatory, and withdraw- 
ing our thoughts from that, of which | 
every hour brings us nearer to the be- 
ginning, and of which no length of time 


will bring us to the end. Mortification 


is not virtuous in itself, nor has any 


other uſe, but that it diſengages us from / 


214 4 * 
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the allurements of ſenſe. In the ſtate 
of future perfection to which we all 
aſpire, there will be pleaſure without 
danger, and ſecurity without reſtraint.” 


The princeſs was ſilent, and Raſſelas, 
turning to the aſtronomer, aſked him, 
whether he could not delay her retreat, 
by ſhewing her ſomething which ſhe had 
not ſeen before. 
Tour curioſity, ſaid the 1 tas 
been ſo general, and your purſuit of 
knowledge ſo vigorous, that novelties 
are not now very eaſily to be found: but 
what you can no longer procure from 
the living may be given by the dead. 
Among the wonders of this country are 
the catacombs, or the ancient repoſito- 
ries, in which the bodies of the earlieſt 
generations were lodged, and where, by 
the virtue of the gums which embalmed 
them, they yet remain without n 
tion. 


3 I know 


292: fo RASSELA S. N 


. know not, ſaid Raſſelas, what 

pleaſure the fight of the catacombs can 
afford; but, ſince nothing elſe offered, 
Lam reſolved to view them, and ſhall 
place this with many other things which 
I have done, becauſe I e do ſome- 
thing. * 


They hired e of horfnked, Ja 
the next day viſited the catacombs. 
When they were about to deſcend into 

che ſepulchral caves, 6 Pekuah, faid the 
_ princeſs, we are now again invading the 
habitations of the dead; I know that 
you will ſtay behind 5 let me find you 
ſafe when Lreturn,” ** No, I will not 
belefe, anſwered Pekuah; 1 way down 
between you and the prince.“ EIn i 
They then all deſcended, e 
with wonder- through the labyrinth of 
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thoſe carcaſſes — ſome nations con- 
ſume with fire, others lay to mingle 


with w earth, 450 all agree to ande | 


3 


can be performed? bg 


EY 4 2 93 bs i 
bees 080 a . cuſtoms, 
fab lac is commonly unknown; for 
the practice often continues when the 


cauſe has ceaſed; and concerning ſuper- 
ſtitious ceremonies it is vain to conjec- 


ture; for what reaſon did not dictate 
reaſan cannot explain.” I have long be. 


75 16 inks © 3 lieve 4 


* 2 1 
 IZ 7 


Milan ſon fig the, prince 


29. A Paaeent as,” 


Laved that the practice of * 
aroſe only from tenderneſs to the remains 
of relations or friends, and to thi is opinion 
J am more inclined,” becauſe it ſeems 
impoſſible that this care ſhould have 
been general: had all the dead been em- 
balmedꝭ their repoſitories muſt in time 
have been more ſpacious than the dwel- 
lings of the living. I ſuppoſe only the 
rich or honourable were ſecured from 
eomuption, and ay reſt een n 


2 0 n #71 9668 e 


"But i it is apes aj 1 that 
the Egyptians believed the ſoul to live 
as long as the body continued undiſ- 
ſolved, and therefore tried chis WOO 


ws | 3 Ms: 
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e of ' elading death. 222 


wt. 7/6 e 8 faid Ne- 
| kayab, think ſo groſsly of the ſoul ? If 


che ſoul could once fu rviveits ſeparation, 
Js what 
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what could it afterwards receive or ſuſter 
from the body?“ 


EE Ege Prey doubtleſs 
think erroneouſly, ſaid the aſtronomer, 


in the darkneſs of heatheniſm, and the 
firſt dawn of philoſophy. The nature 
of the ſoul is ſtill diſputed amidſt all 


our opportunities of elearer knowledge: 


ſome yet ſay, that it may be material, 
who, SAR: aan it to So im- 
mortal.” 7 


„Some, . Landers il indeed £ 


faid that the ſoul is material, but I can 
| ſcarcely believe that any man has thought 
it, who knew how to think; for all the 
concluſions of reaſon enforce the imma- 
teriality of mind, and all the notices of 
ſenſe and inveſligations of ſcience con- 
cur to prove the unconſciouſneſs of 
walter! on JI 
t was never Coppoked; n cogi- 
tation is inherent in matter, or that every 
50 O 4 particle 


4 Oy" — WG I 8e 
— a r= apt a + 2 "4 


de is a W oy Vet, if 
_ any part of matter be devoid of thought, 
what part can we ſuppoſe to think? Mat- 
ter can differ from matter only in form, 
denſity, bulk, motion, and direction of 
motion? Fo which of theſe, however 
varied or combined; can conſciouſneſs 
be annexed ? To be round or ſquare, to 
be ſolid or fluid, ta be great or little, to 
de moved ſlowly or ſwiftly one way or 
anpther, ant modes of material exiſtence, 
all equally alien from the nature of cogi- 
tation. If matter be once without 
thought, it can only be made to think 
by ſome new modification, but all the 
modifications which it can admit are 
HF: pang with es arid 
powers.” 

„But the ni Fe) 1 44. 
tronomer, urge that matter may have 
qualities with which we are unac- 
eee 805655 
5 20 « He 
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Itnilae; againſt that which he cnows, 
cauſe there may be forr erhing which ke 
| knows not; he that « can ſet kypotherical 
poſſibiliry againſt acknowledged cer- 


1189.5 
tainty, is not to be admitted Among. 1 rea- 


ſonable beings. All that we know of 
matter is, that matter is inert, ſenſeleſs 
and lifeleſs; and if this conviction can- 
not be oppoſed but by referring us to 
ſomething that we know not, we have 
all the evidence that human intelle& can 
ö admit. If chat which is known may be 
; over-ruled by that which is unknown, no 
be a nn en. 


+ Yet let us not, ſaid the aſtrono- 
mer, eee Cre * 
poner.” N ee 


nes 
et is no limitation of omnipotence, 
replied the poet, to ſuppoſe that one 
thing is not conſiſtent with another, 
that the ſame propoſition cannot be at 
once true and falſe, that the ſame num- 
ber cannot be even and odd, that cogi- 
tation cannot be conferred on that 

which Is created ! incapable o cogita- 
tion.“ + | 
421 know not, ſaid Nekerah, any 
great uſe of this queſtion. Does that 
immateriality, which, in my opinion, 
you have ſuffciently proved, d 
include eternal duration? 

Of immateriality, ſaid Imlac, our 
ideas are negative, and therefore obſcure. 
Immateriality ſeems to imply a natural 
power of perpetual duration as a conſe - 
quence of exemption from all cauſes of 
decay: whateyer periſhes is deſtroyed. 
Ws: 58 ſolution of its contexture, and 
25 ſeparation 
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ſeparation of its parts; nor can we con- 
ceive how that which has no parts, and 
therefore admits no ſolution, can be 
| naturally corrupted or impaired!” “ 
Fl | know not, ſaid Raſſclas,' how to 
conceive any ching without extenfion 3 L 
what is extended muſt have parts, a nd 
you allow, ee has re may 
be deſtroyed.? | . | 
ee youre own evnbepHibnk; re- 
plied Imlac, and the difficulty will be 
leſs. Tou will find ſubſtance without 
extenſion. An ideal form is no leſs 
real than material bulk: yet an ideal 
form has no extenſion. It is no leſs cer- 
tain, when you think on a pyramid, 
that your mind poſſeſſes the idea of a 
pyramid, than that the pyramid itſelf is 
ſtanding. What ſpace does the idea 
of a pyramid occupy more than the 
idea of a grain of corn? or how can 
e e either 
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fc ah the cauſe ; as thought 
impaſiive and indiſeerpiblec? - Hatte en 
But the Being, ſaid Nekayah, 3 
T1 fear to name, the Being which made 
: * Mul, 20 9 deſtr roy it. 553 © 444 . f 


* 55 Hes ſurely, Can eee y 


ir receives 3 a ſuperiour, nature its 
Power, of duration. That it Will not 
periſh by any inherent cauſe of decay, ö 
or principle of cortuption, may he he wu 


4 hut philoſophy can tell 
bet eee 


ben den higher ebe =) 
Te whole aſſembly ſtood awhile 
filent and collected. Let us feturn, 
Gd Ruſfelas; from this ſcene! of mor- 


tulity He gloomy woukl beo thefe 
10111 bo | manſions. 
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manſions} of the dead to him who did 


not know that he ſnould never die; 
that what now acts ſhall. continue its 


agency, and what nom thinks / ſhall 
think on for ever. Theſe that lie here 
ſtretched before us, the wiſe and. che 

po Werfül of ancient times, warn us 


Enos 


remember the orci of our been 
ſtate”: "they *'w © "perhaps, ; matched 
away while they were buly like us in 
the choice of life“ e ee 
Tb the,” fad the” Princeſs, the 
choice of life is become leſs important; 
T hope hereafter to think only ön the 
choice of eternity! ? eee 
They then haſtened out of the ch. 
verns, Ane 0 under the Protect 8 65 5 | 
their r guard, returned to Cairo. 4 B91 0 
Batet Beg men 16 
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1 was now r the time 'of the nt 


1 5 5 d 51% „ Ver uren 18 wee 
They were confined; to * houſ 
The whole. region being under water | 
gave them no invitation to any excur-, 
ſions, and, being well ſupplied with ma · 
terials for talk, they diverted themſelves 
vith compariſons of the different forms 
of life which they had obſerved, and 
with various ſchemes of happineſs, 

which each of them had formed. | 
Pekuah was never ſo much SLE, : 
with any place as the convent of St. An- 
7, where the Arab reſtored her to | 
the 
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the princeſs, and wiſhed on only to fill it 
with pious maidens, and to be made 
prioreſs of the order: ſhe was weary 
of expectation and diſguſt, and would 
gladly be fixed in ſome unvariable ſtate. 
The princeſs thought; that of all ſub⸗ 
lunary things, knowledge was the beſt: 
She deſired firſt to learn all ſeiences, 
and then purpoſed to found a college of 
learnec women, in which ſhe would' pre- 
ide, that, by converſing Wick the old, 
and educating the hung ſhe might di- 
vide her time between the acquiſition 
and communication of wiſdom, and 
raiſe up for the next age models of pru- 
dence, and patterns of piety. 


The prince deſired a little kingdom, 
in which he might adminiſter juſtice in 
his own perſon, and ſee all the parts of 
government with his own eyes; but he 


could never fix the limits of his domi- 
nion, 
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nion, and was always adding to the 
ac and the aſtronomer were con- 


: ey had formed 
ey well knew that. one could be ob- 
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